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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 
The pharmacists of New York are 


The Enforcement of 1°t alone in fighting efforts to place 


Pure Drug Laws the enforcement of proposed pure 


drug laws in the hands of the State 
Health Department or the Department of Agriculture. Three 
pure food and drugs bills are now under consideration in the 
Maryland Legislature, one of which is fathered by a physician, 
another by the Maryland Agricultural College, the third being en- 
dorsed by the Baltimore Drug Exchange, the Maryland Pharma- 
ceutical Association, the Maryland Board of Pharmacy, and other 
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organizations competent to deal with such matters, such as the 
Maryland Medical and Chirurgical Faculty and the local drug- 
gists’ associations. In this State the indications are that the 
druggists will win out in their fight to keep the enforcement of 
the drug sections of the pure food and drug law in the hands 
of the board of pharmacy, as a bill has been introduced at their 
instance which deals with drugs alone. The fight, however, is 
not yet over and the opposition is powerful, but there is a sug- 
gestion in the introduction of separate bills by druggists’ organi- 
zations that should be acted upon by the druggists of other 
States who are menaced with interference in the regulation of 


pharmacy by State Health Boards and Agricultural Departments. 





The grave responsibility as- 
Counter Prescribing sumed by the druggist who under- 


Responsibilities takes the treatment of a case of 


gonorrhea is too little appreci- 
ated. Though the disease is generally looked upon as a purely 
local and not a very serious one there is ample evidence that 
latent or chronic gonorrhcea is responsible in later life for many 
grave conditions‘and that many innocent wives and infants suffer 
from the sins of the fathers, in whom, through incorrect and 
ineffectual treatment in the acute stage of the disease, gonor- 
rhoea is latent or chronic. This subject was discussed at length at 
the recent meeting of the Philadelphia Branch of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, and the physicians who discussed the 
matter were disposed to lay on the shoulders of the retail drug 
trade a large share of the responsibility for the propagation of 
this disease through uncured cases, in which the patients have 
either treated themselves with some “specific” or been treated by 
a druggist not in a position to properly diagnose and treat the 
disease. In catering to self treatment of this disease the drug- 
gist assumes a responsibility tthe gravity of which is probably 


not appreciated by him. 





The monthly Bulletin of the Philadelphia 
Druggist Association of Retail Druggists publishes a 


Postmasters strong appeal to the members for support of 


the movement started by the National Asso- 
ciation of Superintendents of Post Office Contract Stations for a 
national law providing for increased remuneration for druggist 
postmasters. It calls upon all druggists who conduct post office 
stations for the accommodation of the public to write to their 
Congressmen and Senators urging them to vote for bill No. 
14,639, introduced in the House of Representatives January 21, 
1908, by Mr. Bennet, of New York. 
made by the AMERICAN Druccist in the preceding issue, and it is 
to be hoped that the response of druggists throughout the coun- 


An appeal of this kind was 


try will be hearty and unanimous. Druggists who conduct post 
office stations—and nearly all branch post offices of this descrip- 
tion are located in drug stores—should belong to the National 
Association of Superintendents of Post Office Contract Stations, 
and be active in working for the interest of their fellows. Money 


is needed to push the bill at Washington, and the best way to co- 
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operate with the association is to send in an application for mem- 
bership accompanied by a check for $3 as annual dues to W. H. 
Porr, treasurer, 1734 Amsterdam avenue, New York. In lending 
their support to this movement druggists will do much to remove 
the impression in the minds of legislators that they are not public 
spirited as a class, or even disposed to help either themselves or 
their fellows in movements of a public character that are in- 


tended for their own benefit. 


MAKING HASTE SLOWLY WITH THE FOOD AND 
DRUGS ACT. 
HAT the action of the President in deciding to create a new 
board for the consideration of mooted scientific questions 
relating to the wholesomeness of preservatives as well as to 
certain other food questions under the food and drugs act will 
result in considerably impeding the progress of the administration 
in putting the law into force is now generally admitted in all 
circles in Washington. It is increasingly evident that the Board 
of Food and Drug Inspection will find it difficult to know where 
to draw the line in its work both as to foods and as to drugs. 
Very few of the questions of serious importance are subjects of 
general agreement. This means that in nearly every case it will 
be practicable to shift the burden of ultimate decision from the 
Board of Food and Drug Inspection to the new board and from 
there finally to the Chief Executive himself. 


HIS situation is fully admitted in Congress, where, however, 
it seems to be causing satisfaction rather than displeas- 
ure. Legislators admit that they will not object to a further 
postponement of the time when the law goes into unrestricted 
operation. A good many of them appear to take the view that 
whenever the Department decides unfavorably to the use of a 
given ingredient in foods and drugs, it is under obligations to 
suggest or recommend another that will produce the same re- 
sults, but which it is prepared to recommend and permit as 
non-injurious. There is certainly nothing in the law itself which 
indicates such an obligation, and the situation with reference to 
the food and drugs act is in striking contrast to that obtaining 
under the meat inspection law, which has gone into operation 
practically without a serious hitch. 


ANY cases are in the hands of the Department of Justice 

for prosecution, but thus far there has been compara- 

tively little direct effort in that Department to secure the observ- 
ance of the regulations. Hesitation in regard to this matter is 
strongly indicated by reason of the fact that so little is being 
done outside of the District of Columbia. The reason assigned 
is that within the District there can be no chance for the intro- 
duction of complicating questions relating to interstate transpor- 
The same is true of the effort 
Nothing 
except the enactment itself can there he called in question, with- 
This 
attitude on the part of the authorities is undoubtedly tending to 


tation and interstate commerce. 
to enforce the law in its application to imported goods. 


out reference to the more complex constitutional issues. 


simplify the first cases under the act, even though it renders the 


process of general enforcement rather slow. 


MENDEL’S THEORY O} HEREDITY. 
OME contributors to foreign drug journals and editorial 
writers attached to these journals have been displaying 
considerable interest in the theory of heredity first enunciated by 
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the Rev. Gregor Johann Mendel, and which is now recognized 
by scientists as a natural law. Complaint is made of the diffi- 
culty of arriving at a proper understanding of the principles of 
variation in species as discovered by Mendel, owing to the 
abstruse character of the nomenclature and the descriptions em- 
ployed by the discoverer and his commentators, and we may be 
pardoned if, in view of the present widespread interest in the 
subject, we devote a little space to an account of Mendel and 
his discovery. 


ENDEL was born the son of a farmer in Silesia in 1822, 

and was entered as a novice in the Augustinian monastery 

of Ko6nigenkloster, in Altbriin, when twenty-one years of age. 
After being ordained a priest he became a teacher in the Real- 
schule in Briinn, and afterward took a postgraduate course in 
Vienna, being sent there by his superiors in consequence of hav- 
ing displayed a singular aptitude for study, meteorology and the 
natural sciences having then a strong attraction for him. After 
two years of study he returned to the abbey, where he passed the 
The 
best account of his life and his work on variation, heredity and 


remainder of his life, dying there at the age of sixty-two. 


evolution is contained in the Dublin Review for October, 1907, 
and it is from this publication we have culled most of our data. 
We have not space for more than the briefest summary of the 
facts of his discovery, and we give these in the hope that they 
may prove interesting and suggestive to those pharmacists who 
have succeeded in keeping up the botanical studies they pursued 
at college. As a concrete example, the following notes of Men- 
del’s experiments with the eating pea, Pisum sativuin, are given. 
He had observed that some peas were tall and others were 
dwarfs, and that some had round, ripe seeds, while others were 
angular and wrinkled. In the British Medical Journal, for July 
14, 1906, W. Bateson treated of his work on the garden pea and 
stated the facts in language simple enough to be comprehended 
by all, as the following abstract of the article as it was printed 
in the number of the Dublin Review above cited will show: 


There are both tall and dwarf or ‘‘cupid” sweet peas, these 
two kinds affording, in-this particular, a very striking and easily 
distinguished difference. Suppose now that we cross the tall 


“ with the dwarf variety, secure the resulting seeds and sow them, 


what resultS? All the plants which grow up belong to the tall 
variety. It might be supposed that the tall variety had simply 
wiped out the dwarf strain, but a further experiment shows that 
this is not the case. Let the tall children of the mixed tall and 
dwarf parents be self fertilized; let the seeds thus obtained be 
sown, and it will be found that the resulting plants are mixed in 
character, and mixed, too, in definite proportions. For it will be 
found that on the average there are three tall specimens for one 
of a dwarf nature. It would appear, then, that the dwarfishness 
was only hidden in the children; that its absence was apparent, 
and not real, and that the potentiality was there in the germ and 
made itself evident in the grandchildren. To the character which 
appears alone in the first cross is given the name “dominant” ; 
to that which, existent in one of the original parents, hidden in 
the children, becomes again obvious in some of the grand- 
children, is given the name “recessive.” Let us again allow the 
talls and dwarfs thus obtained to be self fertilized, and a remark- 
able result follows. All the recessive (or dwarfs) breed true, 
and, to make a long story short, it may be added, will continue 
to breed true—that is, to produce dwarf forms without any 
admixture of the larger variety for any number of generations. 
Such is not the case with the dominants. They, when self fertil- 
ized and sown, produce both the talls and dwarfs. Some of the 
talls will be true, others will not, for their offsprings will give 
both varieties, and the pure are to the impure on an average as 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


one to two. Hence, out of the first hundred plants, seventy-five 
will be dominants, or, in this case, talls, and twenty-five reces- 
sives, or dwarfs. But the latter will be pure and will go on, so 
long as they are not crossed, producing dwarf specimens. Of 
the seventy-five dominants, twenty-five will be pure dominants 
and will go on producing talls, but fifty will be mixed, and their 
progeny will consist again of pure dominants, mixed dominants 
and recessives, as above stated. 


OR thirty-four years, or from 1865 to 1899, when the facts 
discovered by Mendel were rediscovered independently by 
three workers in the same field—de Vries in Holland, Correns 
in Germany, and Tschermak in Austria—the paper published by 
Mendel Natural History 
Society “lay dead and apparently stillborn,” to use the expressive 
But Mendel into the 
reward of his labors after the forgotten paper was resuscitated, 


in the Transactions of the Briinn 


words of the Dublin reviewer. came 
something which does not always fall to the lot of the original 
discoverer. It is fortunate for his memory that the rediscoverers 
of his theory were men of science such as de Vries, Correns and 


Tschermak. 


T is interesting to know that the character of colorings in 
plants and the physical peculiarities of animals follow the 
law of Mendel. In animals the most striking evidence is found 
in the result of crossing certain species of mice. In Japan there 
is a curious kind of mouse known as the “waltzing mouse,” which 
gets its name from a habit it has of chasing round and round 
after its tail, caused by some malformation of the semi-circular 


, 


canals of the internal ear. The offspring of “‘waltzers,” mated 
with normal mice, are always normal, but in the next generation 
waltzers appear, just as dwarf peas appear among the grand- 


children of tall and dwarf pea mates. 


S a result of Mendel’s discovery, the truth of the doctrine 

of Natural Selection has been seriously questioned, if not 
altogether disproved. 

A SLUMP IN RUBBER. 

WING to increased demand the price of raw rubber rose 

for a period during the past few years from the compara- 

tively low figure of 70 cents to the high limit of $1.50 per Ib. 

Shortly after reaching this figure the price fell to about $1.20 to 

$1.30, and practically all the existing supplies of manufactured 

rubber goods were made up from material purchased on a basis 

of $1.20 for Para rubber. The high price at which this grade 

of rubber was held turned the attention of manufacturers to a 

cheaper grade, and an increased demand for the medium grades 

eventually caused the price of this variety of rubber to advance 

to a figure which materially affected the cost of manufactured 

goods. The price of African rubber advanced last spring to 
85 to 95 cents per Ib. 


URING the month of October these high prices began to 
give way, and when five of the largest manufacturers of 
automobile and bicycle tires shut down their works altogether 
in December their withdrawal from the rubber market, though 
only temporary, caused a further decline, so that good Para 
rubber is now obtainable at 75 cents, and in fact sales have been 
made at 73 cents per lb. One of the largest manufacturers of 
tires has kept in active operation, in fact has been working over- 
time to keep up with his orders, and it is understood that other 
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makers are about to resume operations and will probably require 
a normal supply of rubber. This fact may prevent any further 
decline in the cost of the crude material, though some of the 
makers seem to anticipate a still further reduction, and have 


cut down their purchases accordingly. 


HE result of this condition of affairs has manifested itself 

in the drug trade by irregular and unsettled prices for 
rubber sundries. Many manufacturers, realizing that their goods 
were made from material bought on a basis of $1.20 per Ib., have 
endeavored to maintain previous prices, but the falling off in 
demand and the realization of the fact that new stocks of crude 
rubber could be had at 75 cents has prompted some makers to 
endeavor to bring their sales nearer to normal figures by shading 
prices. As noted, this has led to some irregularity in quotations, 
and we hear complaints to the effect that conditions in the rubber 


trade are quite unsettled. 


THE SIXTH CLASS LIQUOR LICENSE A FAILURE. 

ITH a view of relieving the pharmacists of Massachusetts 
from a certain odium which had become attached to the 

drug store through illegal liquor sales, the pharmacists of the 
State some sixteen years ago drew up a law providing for the 
issuance of a sixth class license for the sale of liquors for medi- 
cinal purposes. This law provided that the authorities could 
issue to a pharmacist on the payment of a nominal fee annually 
a license to sell liquor in quantities of one pint or less for medi- 
cinal purposes only, entry of the sale being made in a registry 
book kept open for inspection, a requirement being that the 
applicant for such license should present a certificate of fitness 
from the State Board of Pharmacy, and also providing that upon 
conviction of illegal use of this privilege such certificates should 
be revoked, and on repeated offenses his pharmacist license should 


be revoked. 


ie framing this law the pharmacists of the State took the 
ground that since pharmacists as a class would be held re- 
sponsible for the dereliction of individual pharmacists in the 
matter of the illegal sale of liquors, it would be wise to place 
in the hands of the pharmacists themselves a means of pro- 
tecting the good name of the calling by making it possible for 
them, through the board of pharmacy, to prevent the issuance of 
licenses to such men as might bring the calling into disrepute 


by an abuse of the privileges accorded under the license. 


HE theory upon wiich this law was based impressed the 
legislators favorably and the recommendations of the phar- 
macists were adopted and the law enacted. The immediate result 
was a marked improvement in the morale of the calling and 
the admission by the temperance element that under this law 
there had been a decided improvement in conditions. This im- 
provement, however, was gained at the great cost to the mem- 
bers of the board of pharmacy who were practically placed in 
the position of being both judge and jury in determining a man’s 
fitness to receive a certificate. Such applicants as were denied 
felt aggrieved and proceeded to make life 


miserable for the members of the board. 


certificates naturally 
The storm thus raised 


increased in violence from year to year and at least one member 


of the board of pharmacy was said to have been worried into 


his grave by the complications arising out of this phase of his 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


60 


duties. During the past few years the difficulties confronting the 
board increased and the police authorities have displayed much 
activity in arresting druggists on charges of illegal liquor sell- 
ing. 
though in each of these particular cases notice of appeal to a 


In our news columns this week we report several arrests, 


higher court has been filed. 


neeting of the Massachusetts Pharma- 


Ng the semi-annual 
ceutical Association 


was manifested in favor of the abolition of the sixth 


held in Boston last month a strong 
sentiment 
class license and it was advocated to restrict the sales of liquors 
by druggists to physicians’ prescriptions alone, without any 
special fee or form, with the understanding that a sale in viola- 
tion of this privilege would be visited with severe punishment 
and that a repetition of the offense would be followed by revoca- 


tion of the seller’s license as a pharmacist. 


Massachusetts, as well as in other States where the phar- 

macists are well organized, the legislators generally comply 
with requests for legislation made by the State association, and 
if the Massachusetts association takes a determined stand in favor 
of the abolition of the sixth class license, it will undoubtedly be 
abolished, and we shall see the end of an experiment which 
promised well, but which, as subsequent events have proved, ex- 
pected too much of men engaged in commercial pursuits. It 
must not be inferred from this that the pharmacists of Massa- 
chusetts, as a class, have abused the privileges held by them 
under this license, but it does seem that a sufficient number have 
traded on this privilege to bring the whole system under the 
condemnation of the better element of the calling. In our opin- 
ion the time is not far distant when the sale of liquors by phar- 
prescriptions in other States as 


macists will be restricted to 


well as in Massachusetts. 


NO CHANGE NEEDED IN THE GUARANTY. 
ROM well informed sources we learn that there is every 
intention on the part of the Government of securing some 
sort of a change in the form of the guaranty under the food and 
drugs act, whether by legislation such as that proposed in the 
Mann and Heyburn bills, or by a decision of the Department of 
Agriculture. The reason assigned for making such a change 
is that the guaranty in its present form has misled the public 
into belief that the appearance of this legend on the label means 
that the article bearing it has received the official endorsement 
of the United States Government. The two measures named are 
both intended to so change the form of guaranty as to prevent 
any possible misuse by manufacturers or misunderstanding by 
the public. 


HE Heyburn bill, Senate bill 3,043, makes it a misdemeanor 

to state in words or effect that the contents of any package 

are “guaranteed under the food and drugs act of June 30, 1906,’ 
the identical phrase which was proposed by the joint commis- 
sioners who framed the regulations for the administration of the 
law, or “are guaranteed or recommended in any manner by the 


Government of the United States.” 


HIS measure, save for the clause prohibiting the use of the 
phrase “guaranteed under the food and drugs act of June 
30, 1906,” is not open to objection save that it is unnecessary, 


as it merely puts into statutory form restrictions which already 
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exist under the present law and regulations, for the representa- 
tion that a product is guaranteed by the Government is surely 
a false and misleading statement and one which therefore comes 
well within the food and drugs act without any need for further 
legislation. Fer the Congress to specifically prohibit the use 
of a phrase which was imposed on the trade by a statutory 
enactment is wholly unnecessary, most undesirable and would 
impose a needless burden upon the trade who have at much 
pains and expense prepared their labels and the plates from 
which those labels were made so as to accord with the require- 


ments laid down by the Department. 


on Mann bill, known as H. R. 12,675, prohibits the use of 
the present form of guaranty, and another, H. R., 13,460, 
provides for the establishment of a board of standards whose 
province it shall be to establish standards both for foods and 
drugs, despite the fact that standards for drugs are already 
established by usage in the various pharmacopceias and formu- 
laries and that usage confirmed by specific enactments in the food 
and drugs act of June 30, 1906. 
for standards for foods; there certainly is no need for additional 


It is possible that there is need 


standards for drugs, and if the authorities insist upon the estab- 
lishment of a committee or board of standards, they should 
by all means limit the work of the board to foods alone. 


HE revision of the millions of labels which have been 

rendered necessary by the enactment of the law would be 
made futile by any change in the form of guaranty. It is true the 
Mann bill provides that the prohibition of the use of the present 
form of guaranty shali not apply to labels already printed. But 
this provision would be practically incapable of enforcement, as 
there is no means of proving when a particular label was 
printed. As a matter of fact, labels are now in print which may 
not appear on the shelves of druggists for several years yet 
and will probably not entirely disappear from their stock within 
the next decade. This particular provision, as will be seen, is 
wholly impracticable of enforcement. But after all the main 
contention is that no change in the form of the guaranty is 
required and no legislation should be enacted which will in 
any wise alter or amend the act of 1906. If there have been 
abuses of the guaranty the law itself furnishes ample means of 
punishing such abuses. The Department of Agriculture put a 
prompt stop to one particular abuse of the guaranty by inti- 
mating that the serial number would be withdrawn; similar 


measures would no doubt be effective in other cases. 


HE drug trade as a whole has shown a most commendable 
disposition to conform to the act in’ its present form and to 

the regulations of the commissioners without quibbling over 
technicalities. It is manifestly unfair that the trade as a whole 
should be made to suffer for the possible sins of a few by the 
enactment of bills like the Mann or the Heyburn measures 
the 


the laws now on the statute books. 


safely and easily reached by 
That the change of labels 
is not a trifling thing, as some seem to believe, is proven by the 


when sinners might be 


fact that changes needed to make their labels conform to the 
act cost one firm alone over $30,000! It is surely not fair to 
demand that this should all be done qver again because some 
person has made an unfair and unforeseen use of the guaranty. 


A change now would punish the innocent for the faults of others. 
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THE PHARMACOPOEIA FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF A 
SCIENTIFIC WORKER.! 





By W. A. Pearson, 
Philadelphia. 


The Pharmacopeeia has been called the pharmacist’s Bible. In 
it he finds directions for the preparation of tests and stardards 
for the most important articles of his stock. 

Our national standard has been well compiled. Much praise 
and little condemnation belong rightfully to the Committee of 
Revision. The Pharmacopceia represents the combined efforts of 
the most competent men in the profession. Being the result of 
human effort, it cannot possibly be infallible, nor can it be ideal 
for the varied needs of the retail druggist, manufacturing chem- 
ist, wholesaler, or analyst. 

To the analyst certain requirements present themselves in the 
examination of pharmaceuticals by pharmacopceial methods that 
allow of some flexibility and which might be made more definite 
by the use of methods I will outline later. To a few changes 
and additions that might prove advantageous, I will ask your at- 
tention. 

Acacia.—Four grades—A, B, C and D—are sold, depending 
largely on the color and general appearance. Some more definite 
color standard would be valuable. 

Acetic Acid.—Strength could be raised materially with- 
out loss to manufacturer. 

Hydrochloric Acid.—Standard strength could be raised 
to 35 percent. 

Salicylic Acid.—Special tests should be introduced for 
limit of ortho and meta creosotic acids which may be present 
in synthetic acid. 

Aconite.—The criticism that the pharmacopceial assays of 
this drug and its preparations are unworkable is false, yet there is 
plenty of room for improvement. It requires a great deal of time 
to filter and wash the concentrated extractive, and it is tedious to 
evaporate it at a temperature below 60° C. The physiological dilu- 
tion test is of some value in quickly approximating the value of 
this drug. This test is based on the assumption that six milli- 
grammes of prime aconite root when mixed with four cubic centi- 
meters of water and held in the anterior portion of the mouth for 
one minute and then discharged will give a tingling sensation in 
fifteen minutes which will continue for about half an hour. Of 
course, it is necessary to determine the individual sensitiveness of 
the operator, when comparative results may be approximated. A 
more satisfactory assay is needed and the solution of this prob- 
lem may be found in the pharmacological laboratory. 

Aconitine is so variable that uniform results from its use 
can only be hoped for after physiological assay. 





Aloin.—The statement has been made that the tests are 
too stringent, and one manufacturer has marked his brand “U. 
S. P. quality commercially unobtainable.” 

Asafetida—It has been found difficult to obtain this drug 
containing less than 15 percent. ash. The rejection of many 
cases by the Government chemists has materially decreased the 
ash content on recent consignments. 

Balsam Peru.—U. S. P. tests must be followed in detail, 
as there are artificial products that conform to nearly every re- 
quirement. A limit should be inserted in regard to length of time 
the green color in the rosin test may remain without being called 
permanent. 

Belladonna, Hyoscyamus, Stramonium, Scopola, and their 
preparations are quite accurately and satisfactorily assayed by 
U. S. P. methods, with a few slight modifications. In the assay 
of the liquid preparations, it is quite difficult to see the line be- 
tween the liquid and the solvent. In percolating the crude drugs 
for assay, and in the case of extract of hyoscyamus more men- 
struum is advantageous. 


*Read before the Philadelphia Branch of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, January 7, 1908. 
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Chloroform.—Are tests given sufficient to detect harmful 
products in lots that are to be used for anesthesia? 

Colchicum and its Preparations—Here we have a delicate 
alkaloid and a tedious assay method, which may be necessary, 
but I agree with Professor , who says that he wishes 
the man who originated the method had to use it continually to 
make his living. 

Collodium.—A test for tensile strength might well be 
introduced. 

Copaiba.—A shorter test for turpentine and the addition 
of Turner’s test would be advantageous. 

Convalaria and its Preparations——Physiological assay 
should be introduced. 

Cresol and its Compound Solution——Color standards and 
germicidal tests adopted. 

Digitalis and its Preparations.—Physiological assay should 
be introduced. 

Ergot.—As this drug is often quite or completely inert, 
physiological assays should be introduced. 

Fluidextracts.—The popular idea that one cubic centimeter 
of a fluidextract represents one gramme of drug is fallacious in 
the case of assayed fluidextracts. Very rarely does this class con- 
form to this standard, as they are adjusted to the alkaloidal assay 
strength, irrespective of the amount of drug. On a large scale, 
the formulas and proportions given in the Pharmacopeeia are not 
always ideal for larger quantities. 

Gelsemium.—This drug seems to vary in wide limits, both 
in action and in alkaloidal strength. An assay should be 
introduced. 

Thyroid and Suprarenal Glands should both be tested 
physiologically. 

Malt and its Extract.—An assay for starch-converting 
power should be introduced, as many commercial grades are inert. 

Musk.—An odor limit test is advisable. 

Nux Vomica.—This assay is long and tedious and perhaps 
not ideal, especially where the oxidation of brucine takes place. 
Even with great care and seemingly iike conditions, one sample 
may turn red much faster, and this has led us to modiiy the 
method to the extent of adding one cubic centimeter of a 5 per- 
cent. solution ef sodium nitrite immediately after adding the 
nitric acid. This insures complete destruction of brucine. 

Ethereal Oil.—The yield is so variable by U. S. P. method 
and the value so questionable, that it might be eliminated. 

Oil of Birch and Wintergreen.—More efficient tests for 
the absence of artificial methyl salicylate are imperative. Tests 
for ortho and meta creosotic acids which may be present in syn- 
thetic products might aid in the detection. 

Oil of Hedeoma.—It is said that pure oils have an optical 
rotation as high as plus twenty-five degrees. Certain it is that 
if the maximum of plus twenty-two were raised three degrees, it 
would include many more samples that are now being offered. 

Oil of Linum.—The solubility in absblute alcohol given is 
far too high. The freshness of the oil seems to render it more 
soluble, but from oil expressed and immediately tested, the solu- 
bility will not come within the limits, many samples requiring 
over twenty-five parts for solution. 

Oil of Tar.—A specific gravity of 0.892 is exceedingly low, 
and the yield of this grade of oil is very meager. 

Oil of Turpentine.—The test for petroleum benzin, kero- 
sene, or similar hydrocarbons, may prove unreliable if allowed to 
stand over night. 

Oil of Thyme.—French chemists say that potassium hy- 
droxide should be used in the assay for phenols, as sodium 
hydroxide will eliminate carvacrol. 

Opium.—It is impossible to adopt a method for the assay 
of this drug that will suit all analysts. Certain it is that the con- 
ditions have much to do with the results. My only suggestions 
are to work as nearly as possible at the same temperature; about 
25° C.; allow the freshly precipitated morphine to stand the same 
length of time, and to use lime water that is of U. S. P. strength 
Comparative results will then be obtained. 








| 
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Pancreatin._-The assay is not ideal, as there is no sharp 
line between the dextrin reaction and the starch reaction. The 
five minute digestion period must be accurately measured if com- 
parative results are expected. Thirty seconds difference in time 
of digestion will show results widely divergent. It is wise to 
transfer the thick starch paste from the flask in which it was 
boiled to a clean one, straining through cheese cloth if lumps are 
present. Often lumps will adhere to the sides and not be con- 
verted, and later will give a good starch reaction. 

Pepsin.—It is difficult to press egg albumin through a 
No. 40 sieve; a quick method is to squeeze it through a strong 
cheese cloth while still warm, immediately weigh, add the dilute 
acid and shake vigorously, which will completely disintegrate the 
albumin. Comparative results are only obtained by closely fol- 
lowing every detail in the process. 

Phenol.—Care must be exercised in obtaining the sample 
for analysis. A good way is to cut the crystals from a drum that 
has just been opened and immediately transfer to a perfectly dry 
bottle, melt and obtain congealing point. The assay of phenol is 
both rapid and very accurate. 

Resin of Scammony.—Perhaps not completely soluble in 
oil of turpentine as required. A sample made directly from 
scammony root by the U. S. P. method fails to completely 
dissolve. 

Sugar of Milk.—The test 
fallacious. 

Thymol Iodide.—An official method for assay is desirable, 
as divergent results are obtained by different methods. 


for absence of cane sugar is 


General Observations. 


It is often a matter of judgment in deciding whether a cer- 
tain sample is of U. S. P. quality, because in limit tests depend- 
ing on shades of color or degree of turbidity, the requirements 
are quite flexible. The various shades of color could easily be 
compared with a standard chart such as accompanies certain 
text books on organic chemistry and a definite limit given. Sim- 
ilarly the degree of turbidity could be indicated by some such 
scheme as Dr. MclI‘arland’s nephelometer (J. A. M. A., October 
5, 1907). 

The question of detecting inferior and adulterated volatile 
oils presents a problem difficult of solution, but detection might 
be aided by the introduction of an odor limit test. By this I mean 
a certain oil should still have its characteristic odor, unaltered 
when diluted to a certain volume. The dilution could easily be 
accomplished by adding one cubic centimeter of the oil to ninety- 
nine cubic centimeters of alcohol, then one cubic centimeter of 
this to ninety-nine of water. These dilutions to be varied to suit 
the oil. The odor of the best grade of some oils is extremely 
tenacious, while that of their substitutes and those of inferior 
quality is much less persistent. 

The introduction of official methods for obtaining boiling, 
congealing and melting points, and the determination of alcoholic 
strengths, would give much more uniformity to these deter- 
minations. 

Another step toward uniformity would be made if the alco- 
holic strength of tinctures and fluidextracts of the same drugs 
would be made the same, unless there are good reasons for 
variation. 

More liquid should be recommended in several alkaloidal 
assays for extraction and washing purposes. 

I consider that the Pharmacopceia should be the guide to all 
important materials used in the treatment of disease. If we 
consider the Pharmacopeeia from a scientific viewpoint, we must 
look forward and anticipate what the therapeutics of the future 
may be. 

Unquestionably the therapeutics of today is far from uniform, 
and different schools have sprung up like mushrooms and claimed 
merit for their particular methods. That each class has,many 
able followers cannot be denied. Certain it is that medicine and 
pharmacy are breaking all bonds of mythology, and the ultin.ate 
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therapeutics will be rational therapeutics gleaned from what is 
best from each system. 

Pharmacy as the science and the art of preparing products 
for the treatment of the sick is broader than ever before. The 
widely diverging therapeutics demand special service. If we are 
to believe in psychological therapeutics, we shall have our field in 
writing arguments to convince those who think they are sick that 
they are not. If hydropathy is to be practiced, we must be pre- 
pared to furnish the proper kinds of water. If osteopathy is to 
prevail, we must be prepared to provide all appliances needed for 
that practice. If vaccine therapy is to be the important remedial 
agent, we shall have our field in the preparation of the different 
opsonins; and so with all the other special branches of therapeu- 
tics. Few pharmacists realize their scope, but hang tenaciously 
to the mythology of unimportant drugs. 

If I may indulge in further speculation, I would say that the 
therapy of the future will be mainly preventive or prophylactic 
practice, and only the remedial agents that have proved particu- 
larly efficacious will be adhered to. For example, smallpox has 
practically been eradicated by the scientific use of vaccine. Serum 
therapy has greatly decreased the mortality from diphtheria and 
bids fair to hold its place in the treatment of that disease. 
Tuberculosis can be fought effectually with a combination of 
fresh air, isolation and tuberculin. Just so with other maladies, 
the ultimate treatment will tend toward uniformity after this 
period of adjustment. Of course, death is necessary to life, so 
human suffering can never be banished, yet the more common 
diseases to which we are subject may at last be overcome and 
the body run evenly for threescore years and ten, when it will fall 
to pieces as did “the one-hoss shay.” 

Why is this speculation important to pharmacists? Because 
we are concerned in the preparation of the products that are to 
be used, and we must be able in some way to discriminate. To 
my mind, rational therapeutics will be the final victor, and it is 
the one we should follow. We are a long way from the final 
goal, but we have seen some important advances, of which stand- 
ardization is a vital one. 

Alkaloidal assay has added a remarkable stimulus to uni- 
formity, but all our active drugs are not capable of such valuation. 

The test of the pudding is in the eating, not in the appear- 
ance, size, color, number of raisins, percent. of proteid, fat or 
starch. Just so with digitalis, ergot, strophanthus, convalaria, 
squill, Indian cannabis, thryoid and suprarenal glands, you can- 
not judge them by their appearance, but it is possible to stand- 
ardize them comparatively by physiological means. Uniformity 
is‘-the important slogan. Therefore, I would suggest that physi- 
ological standards be introduced into the Pharmacopeia. True, 
the tests cannot be done accurately by the busy retail pharmacist, 
nor can the standardization of antitoxin, or, in fact, one of the 
common alkaloidal assays. 

The whole scheme could be accomplished under the same 
method as is now in force in standardizing antitoxin, the Gov- 
ernment to send out standards for comparison to each manu- 
facturer, as often as deemed necessary. In this way uniformity 
would result without the humiliation manifested by one of our 
leading Philadelphia physicians, who was called hurriedly in 
consultation to see a patient with alarming symptoms of digitalis 
poisoning. The physician who had given the drug said: “Let me 
throw that stuff out of the window.” “Give it to me,” said the 
consulting physician, “for I can never get any that will work.” 

With these suggestions, some of which I trust you may think 
of favorably, I must conclude this inadequate survey of a subject 
which is of the utmost importance to all. 


The So Called Phenylhydrazone of Salicylic Acid, which 
was reported by Schrétter and Plooh, is stated by H. Myer 
(Chem. Ztg., No. 89, 1907) to be not a hydrazone at all, but a 


hydrazide of salicylic acid. This substance was first prepared by 
Cohn from salol and phenylhydrazine, and later by Myer from 
oil of gaultheria, which contains the chloride and free phenyl- 
hydrazine. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





INTERPRETATION OF PRESCRIPTION SCRAWL NO. 3. 


The interpretations of the prescription scrawl printed in 
the American Druccist, for January 13, at page 4, were as 
numerous as they were varied. Only one correct reading was 
received, and to the sender of this, Otto Raubenheimer, 
Ph. G., Brooklyn, a prize of a book or books to the value of 
$2 has been awarded. Mr. Raubenheimer’s transcription of 
the scrawl reads as follows: 

Recept from Dr. Glokl. 


PrOtassiisit Cartrate ~ a..6-6 4 soe ss os.0d 4s sess Siv 

ESTO re USE | Ne ee 5xv 

EREMG OF BUR VOMECR... «2.0606 sn seen ccd 
Add tincture in drops. 

Marnesitim carbonate 6.5.66... seeessis id 


ME IN reds vst n ee dncescnesv cud 
Mix in well to tincture one teaspoonful to pe of 
lukewarm water each night and morning. 


The first ingredient named in the prescription proved a 
stumbling block for most contestants for the prize, one par- 
ticipant making it read ‘“‘Spts. Frumenti Qt. glass (bottle),” 
while a number of other contestants made it out to be “iodide 
of potassium.” Few of the number who sent in transcrip- 
tions of the scrawl were able to give a correct rendering of 
the directions for taking the mixture. 

In the following communication from Professor Hynson, 
of Baltimore, attention is directed to the carelessness dis- 
played by some pharmacists in the copying of prescriptions. 
The specimen of a carelessly copied prescription contributed 
by him, and which is shown in fac-simile herewith, is cer- 
tainly not a credit to the writer, but it is, at the same time, 
not a very bad example, and we know from experience that worse 
specimens could be shown. 


The Penmanship of Pharmacists. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—I have never been able to become interested in the re- 
productions of illiterate orders and illegible prescriptions that 
frequently appear in pharmaceutical journals, feeling that 
while we have to do with these and that they sometimes give 
us trouble, pharmacy per se is in no way responsible for the 
carelessness of physicians or for the unfortunate lack of education 
of laymen. I have, however, been greatly interested in the mat- 
ter of copies of prescriptions and labels as I have seen them sent 
out by my fellow pharmacists. It will be well for us to look 
after the material used in our own buildings while casting stones 
around promiscuously. 


. fo T7 3 
te "acme siaiatomi ee 
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J Loc, 


I believe the point I make would be more clearly brought out 
by reproducing, in your interesting and helpful journal, the copy 
I enclose herewith. This is, by no means, the worst sample I 
might send you and it is probably legible to most pharmacists, 
but it shows utter disregard of care and is bound to make a 
poor impression upon any layman or physician who is at all care- 
ful and appreciates the responsibility of pharmaceutical work in 
all its details. I might add that the copy was made in a prominent 
pharmacy in your own great city. 


Baltimore, January 25, 1908. 


° 


nby 
Ast pal 


Hy. P. Hywson. 
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We are glad to print Professor Hynsun’s letter, as we are in 
complete accord with him on this subject. It is to be hoped that 
other readers with views to express on the penmanship of doctors 
and pharmacists will be heard from, as communications on this 
subject will be very welcome. 





THE NEW REMEDIES OF 1907-1908. 





Notes on the Composition, Therapeutic Properties and Sources of 
the Additions Made to Materia Medica Since June, 1907. 





Alexipon is the brand name for the ethyl ester of salicylic 
acid, a rheumatism remedy introduced by G. Richter, Budapest. 

Ammonium Uranate, the so-called uranium oxide of com- 
merce, used by porcelain painters, has, it is asserted, been used 
with good results hypodermatically in the treatment of syphilis, 
in the form of a 5 percent. solution of the salt in sterilized liquid 
petrolatum. According to L’Union pharmaceutique, 1907, No. 
12, 1 Cc. of a solution containing 0.05 gramme of ammonium 
uranate is injected once a week. (Ammonium uranate should 


not be confounded with the ordinary uranium yellow of com- 
merce, which is sodium uranate.) 
Antirheumol, a rheumatism liniment of German _ origin, 


is stated to consist of a neutral solution of the glycerin ester 
of salicylic acid, 20 percent., in glycerin and diluted alcohol. A 
50 percent. solution is put up for export by the manufacturer 
Dr. C. Sorger, Frankfort on Main. 

Aphrodine is the name of another of the lengthening list 
of aphrodisiac compounds that have been introduced of late, and 
which owe their activity to their content of yohimbin. The 
substance bearing the trade neme aphrodine is said to be iden- 
tical with yohimbin (Spiegel), and it is intended for use in the 
treatment of impotence in both man and animals. 

Argoferment is a new silver preparation obtained by 
appropriate treatment of colloidal silver. It forms a clear solu- 
tion and contains 0.02 percent. of metallic silver. 

Bisciniod is the shorter name for bismuth-cinchonidine 
iodide which forms a red powder. It is rich in iodine and has 
been recommended for internal use. 

Bromglidine is a bromine compound analagous to iodgli- 
dine. It is put up in tablets which are said to contain Gm. 0.05 
bromine in each. It is recommended as a harmless sedative. 

Cellasin is a carbohydrate and fat-splitting ferment, which 
forms a brownish white, amorphous, odorless powder, soluble 
in water that has been rendered alkaline. It is said to be capa- 
ble of decomposing 3,000 times its weight of sugar or starch, and 
of emulsifying and decompésing fats in an alkaline medium. It 
is administered in doses of 2 to 14 grains thrice daily after meals, 
in disorders of nutrition, including diabetes and early tubercu- 
losis. Made and marketed by Mead, Johnson & Co., Jersey 
City; Nod: 

Chologestin is a fluid preparation, each half ounce of 
which is stated to contain sodium glycocholate, 2 grains; sodium 
salicylate, 214 grains; pancreatin, sodium bicarbonate, 
5 grains, in a menstruum containing 15 percent. of alcohol. Used 
in tablespoonful doses in treatment of internal putrefaction, 
catarrhal conditions of the biliary passages and constipation due 
to hepatic torpor. Made and marketed by F. H. Strong Com- 
pany, New York. 

Creosotal Emulsion that is agreeable to take is made as 
follows: creosotal, 10 parts; tincture of senega, 5 parts; syrup 
of tolu, enough to make 100 parts, The creosotal and the tinc- 
ture are shaken vigorously together until intimately mixed, when 
the syrup is added in small poftions until all is incorporated. 

Dioform is the name adopted for a proprietary prepara- 
tion of acetylene dichloride intended for use as an anesthetic. 

Emanosal, formerly known as radiosal, is a radioactive 
salt, put up in 1 oz. tablets. ‘It is designed for the preparation 
of radioactive baths in the treatment of rheumatic and gouty 
affections, one tablet being sufficient, it is said, for a bath of 
44 gallons. 


5 grains; 
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Ennan, which is put up as a tablet weighing 1 gramme, 
is a combination of cresol with sodium stearate formed by the 
addition of alcohol, and containing free alkali. Each tablet con- 
tains 50 percent. of cresol. It is used as a surgical antiseptic, 
deodorant and disinfectant. 

Enterin Poehl is an organotherapeutic substance forming 
a yellowish brown powder which dissolves in 100 parts of water 
to form a turbid solution. It is said to represent the syner- 
gistic group of the secretions contained in the duodenum and 
jejunum freed from toxins. It is recommended as a remedy 
in debilitated conditions of the pancreas and to increase the 
functional activity of Lieberkiihn’s and Brunners’ glands. It is 
made and marketed in powder and tablet form by the Organo- 
therapeutic Institute of von Poehl & Sodhne, St. Petersburg. 

Eucerine, Anhydrous, is the name applied by Unna to a 
mixture of 5 parts of oxycholesterins obtained from wool fat and 
95 parts of petrolatum. This compound mixed with its own 
weight of water forms eucerine, which, it is asserted, forms an 
excellent basis for ointments. Eucerine cold cream is formed 
when rose water is used instead of distilled water. 

Eupneuma is the name of an asthma remedy introduced 
by Dr. Reitsert, Frankfort on Main, which consists of a mixture 
of the active principle of stramonium, anesthesine, subcutine and 
methylatropine bromide, which is intended to be used by in- 
sufflation. 

Formobor is an aqueous solution of formaldehyde, 4 per- 
cent., and sodium borate, 1%4 percent., which is used for the disin- 
fection of instruments, etc. 

Glacial is the name given by a German firm to a mixture 
of methyl chloride and ethyl chloride which boils at a very low 
temperature and is presumably used as a local anesthetic. 

Guaiacolade is a guaiacolhemoglobin chocolate prepara- 
tion containing 5 percent. of guaiacol potassium sulphonate which 
is recommended in the treatment of tuberculosis. 

Heliodont is a mouth wash and application for carious 
teeth, the active ingredient of which is magnesium dioxide. 

Hydroxycaffeine is identical with 1, 3, 7, trimethyl uric 
acid and is obtained by reacting upon chlorocaffeine with alco- 
holic solution of potassa and boiling the resulting ethero-oxy- 
caffeine with hydrochloric acid. It forms fine silky needles solu- 
ble in hot water, as well as in acids, and solutions of alkali car- 
bonates and sodium benzoate; it is only slightly soluble in alcohol, 
ether and chloroform. 

Hydroxycaffeine Sodium Benzoate is a solution of hy- 
droxycaffeine, Gm. 0.5 in 10 Cc. of a 5 percent. solution of sodium 
benzoate. It is recommended as an active and nonpoisonous diu- 
retic. Made by Boehringer & Sohne, Mannheim, Germany, and 
New York. 

Iglodine is a solution of triiodethylphenol which has been 
introduced as a substitute for iodoform. 

Isosanguin is an iodized preparation of sheep’s blood 
which is recommended in the treatment of anzmia. 

Jomacolate is a hemoglobin chocolate preparation con- 
taining 2% percent. of an iodine salt which may be used for 
the administration of iodine alternately with other iodides. 

Karox Compound, an English proprietary compound, has 
been analyzed by a committee of the Dutch Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety and found to consist of potassium citrate, Gm. 7; mag- 
nesium citrate, Gm. 1; licorice juice, Gm. 0.3; alcohol (50 per- 
cent.), Gm. 7.5; water, enough to make Cc. 100. 

Lacticose is a preparation of the Bacillus bulgaricus mar- 
keted both in fluid form and in pastils for the production of fer- 
mented milk as zoolak, kephir, etc. It is put up by Hausmann, 
Aktien Gesellschaft, St. Gall, Switzerland. A similar product 
is made in this country by Parke, Davis & Co., and named 
lactone. 

Mercury Bromide Solution for the hypodermatic admin- 
istration of mercury consists of mercurous bromide, Gm. 1.8; so- 
dium bromide, Gm. 1.4 ;‘distilled water, enough to make Cc. 100. 
It is injected in doses of 1 to 2 Cc. 
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Noridal Suppositories, a remedy for hemorrhoids, con- 
tain in each suppository the following ingredients: calcium chlor- 
ide, Gm. 0.05; calcium iodide, Gm. 0.01; paranephrin (adrenalin 
chloride), Gm. 0.0001; balsam of Peru, Gm. 0.1, with a vehicle of 
cacao butter, lanolin and spermaceti. 

Ostauxin is the new name adopted recently for calcium 
paranucleinate. 

Perbolin Salve, the name applied to a proprietary oint- 
ment compound, would appear to be a perborate application or a 
compound containing one of the new peroxides, but its formula 
is said to read as follows: olive oil, 4 parts; wax, 2 parts; talc, 
2 parts; colophony resin, % part; oil of turpentine, 4% part; 
rosemary oil, 1-10 part; bergamot oil, 1-100 part. 

Perglutyl is a solid form of hydrogen dioxide, which is the 
subject of a German patent. It is made by dissolving gelatin 
in hydrogen dioxide solution by the aid of a gentle heat, and 
adding sufficient glycerin to yield a solid product whea cooled. 
By varying the proportions of glycerin and gelatin varying 
melting points may be obtained. The perglutyls of the market 
melt between 77° and 104° F. It can, however, be made of such 
a consistency as to permit of its being powdered. It is used in all 
the indications in which hydrogen dioxide is used. 

Peristaltin is the name of a new glucoside discovered in 
cascara sagrada and introduced into medicine by the Basel Chem- 
ical Industry Society. It is soluble in water. 

Polmo Powder is stated to be a mixture of zinc palmitate, 
50 parts; zinc stearate, 42 parts; magnesium hydroxide, 14 
parts; bergamot oil, 34 part. 

Pyracetosalyl is a compound of antipyrine and acetyl- 
salicylic acid recommended in neuralgia in doses of 1 gramme. 

Radioactive Ointment.—A patent has been issued by the 
United States Patent Office to Jeannette W. Nesmith, of Central 
City, Gilpin County, Colorado, on a pitchblende ointment com- 
pound made by incorporating powdered pitchblende (uranium 
ore) with lanolin and other fatty or oleaginous substances to 
produce a salve of convenient consistency. The patent covers 
any combination of pitchblende and an ointment vehicle, as the 
following abstract of the specification filed by the inventor will 
show: 

“To manufacture such salve, I take a quantity of pitch- 
blende and reduce the same to a fine powder. To this I add 
an ointment vehicle like lanolin, or other fatty or oleagin- 
ous substances of a fluent nature in quantity sufficient to pro- 
duce a pasty ointment or salve, the consistency being regu- 
lated to that suitable for application to the portion of the 
body to be treated. A mixture of clay and glycerin, or sim- 
ilar substances, may be used with the powder to produce a 
salve of convenient consistency. 

a suitable composition may be made by mixing 50 parts 
by volume of powdered pitchblende with 20 parts of a wax 
and 30 parts of paraffin oil. 

“What I claim is: 

“1, A topical remedy comprising powdered pitchblende 
and an cintment vehicle, substantially as described. 

“2. A topical remedy comprising powdered pitchblende 
and lanolin, substantially as described. 

i Sa topical remedy comprising a powdered mineral con- 
taining radium compounds in small quantity and an ointment 
vehicle adapted to form a salve therewith.” 

It is claimed for the ointment that in contact with, or prox- 
imity to, the animal body, it produces healing changes in dis- 
eased and abnormal tissues, the emanations, while steady and 
continuous not being so strong as to be dangerous. A salve con- 
taining pitchblende applied to the body maintains a mild, con- 
tinual stream of emanations of great curative properties. 

The number of the patent is 851,306. 

Spirosal, the monoglycolester of salicylic acid, forms a 
nearly colorless and odorless liquid that is easily soluble in al- 
cohol, ether, chloroform, and benzol, as well as in 110 parts of 
water and in 8 parts of olive oil. It is miscible with an equal 
weight of petrolatum or lard. Undiluted it is used as an appli- 
cation for rheumatic pains, and as an embrocation in troublesome 
perspiration. Made by the Farbenfabriken vorm, Friedr. Bayer 
& Cie., Elberfeld. 
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‘Sulfoid is the trade name of a colloidal sulphur for which 
a German patent has been issued. It is a grayish white powder 
which dissolves to form a milky white solution, which seen 
through transmitted light is iridescent blue. The solutions 
should be freshly prepared, as they deposit sulphur on standing. 
Sulfoid is insoluble in alcohol, ether-alcohol, acetone and con- 
centrated solution of sodium chloride, but soluble in physiolog- 
ical salt solution. It contains about 80 percent. of sulphur and 
20 percent. of albumin. With fats, lanolin, petrolatum, wax and 
soap it mixes readily to form ointments and soaps, which ex- 
hibit the sulphur in an extraordinarily fine state of suspension. 
Mentzel, in Pharmazeutische Zentralhalle, from whose article 
the foregoing is taken, says that sulfoid soap paste is used in 
seborrheeiac alopecia, and a Io percent. solution of sulfoid in 
distilled water perfumed with oil of cloves in the proportion of 
8 drops to 1 litre of solution. In the treatment of squamous 
eczema and pityriasis rosea the parts are painted with the fol- 
lowing mixture, which must be shaken before using: 


Uo! AR De ae ee are gm. 10 
Zinc oxide, ' oe 

rf Z 2 
ean er i aa gm. 20 
RS CAE rsrasetaie hws ciel hisans ain ew Seaie swe aeees gm. 30 
MDISTUICT  WWAUET aa s\a.ci0rsie isin aie bce sed ad. gm. 100 


Sulfoid is manufactured at the Heyden Chemical Works, Rade- 
beul, near Dresden. 

Sullacetin is a  potassium-sodium pyro- 
catechinmonoacetic acid and guaiacolsulphonic acid which forms 
a white, odorless, slightly bitter salt. It is used in tuberculosis, 
being administered in powder or tablet form in 714 grain doses. 

Suprarenine (synthetic) is made by Meister, Lucius & 
sriining by condensing catechol with chloracetic acid to form 
chloroacetylcatechol, which is then treated with methylamine, and 
‘the resulting methylaminoacetylcatechol is reduced to dihydroxy- 
phenylmethylaminomethylcarbinol, or synthetical suprarenine, 
which, in the form of the hydrochloride, is said to be indistin- 
guishable in physiological action from the natural alkaloid of 
the suprarenal glands. 

Tannismut is the trade mark name of bismuth ditannate, 
previously described in these reports, 

Tannothymol, which was described in the AMERICAN 
Druccaist, for September 23, 1907. p. 186, is the subject of an 
interesting note in the Semi-Annual Report of Schimmel & Co., 
for October, 1907, which has been recently published in English 
translation. Tannothymol, it will be recalled, is a condensation 
product of tannin, thymol and formaldehyde, designed to present 
an astringent preparation for internal use in the treatment of 
diarrhoea that could be used in place of tannin and have none 
of the latter’s disagreeable properties. The, chemistry of the con- 
densation products obtained from tannin in reaction with phenols 
and formaldehyde is described so simply in the report as to be 
easy of comprehension by all, as will be seen by the following 
quotation : 

“Tf an alcoholic solution of the components, phenol, formal- 
dehyde, and tannin is allowed, with stirring, to flow into con- 
centrated hydrochloric acid as condensing agent, condensation 
takes place in this manner, that a hydrpgen atom each of the 
phenol and tannin nuclei separate out with the oxygen of for- 
maldehyde, with formation of water. In this way a large number 
of monohydroxyl phenols were condensed, including such which 
contain, in addition to a free hydroxyl, one or two “masked’— 
i. e., alkylated hydroxyls. It is in each case possible to remove 
by washing with water the hydrochloric acid adhering to the 
condensation products, and to obtain easily pulverizable sub- 
stances. In physiological examinations it was found that all 
those products whose phenol rest contains one or more masked 
hydroxyls, such as the derivatives of guaiacol, eugenol, pyro- 
gallol dimethyl ether, etc., not only develop no astringent tan- 
nin action, but on the contrary have an irritating effect on the 
intestinal canal. The taste of these products with the alkyloxy 
group is characterized by a disagreeable burning sensation. On 
the other hand, those derivatives which, like phenol itself, carry 


compound of 


most venerable of all; 
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no further groups beyond the OH group in the nucleus, or which 
in certain places have pure alkyl groups, possess the astringent 
action of tannin. In these cases the irritating action due to the 
presence of the phenol rest is so slight that it is not able to 
affect, in the alkaline intestine, the astringent action of the 
tannin components. The advantage of these derivatives over 
tannin is, however, due to this, that owing to their insolubility 
in acids they have no influence on the stomach, and on the other 
hand, thanks to the phenol components, are capable of develop- 
ing in the intestine a special antiseptic action. In view of the 
foregoing the thymol derivative of tannin is considered the 
most suitable substance for practical purposes. 

Thyreotheobromine Pills, used in the treatment of obesity, 
contain in each dose thyroid gland substance 3% grain, and theo- 
bromine sodium salicylate, in combination with quinine and podo- 
phyllin, 

Velledol is the name of one of the new mistletoe derivatives 
which have recently been introduced into medicine. It is said to 
be the active principle of viscum album, and is given internally by 
the mouth in doses of Gm. 05, and hypodermatically in doses of 
Gm. 0.001 several times a day. It is said to be useful in re- 
lieving menstrual disorders and in checking postpartum hemor- 
rhages. Made by Adrian et Cie, 9 Rue de la Perle, Paris. 

Verol Pastils are an antifat remedy containing the active 
principle of poke berries in combination with bladderwrack 
(Fucus vesiculosis). Put up by Léwen-Apotheke, Dresden, Ger- 
many. 

Yohimvetol is the trade name for a preparation of yohim- ~ 
bin used in veterinary practice. 

(To be continued.) 





New Remedies and Old. 


M. Grimbert, professor of biological chemistry at the Paris 
Superior School of Pharmacy, in an address delivered recently 
before the Paris Society of Pharmacy, adduced some statistics 
pertaining to the consumption of new and old remedies which 
are of considerable interest to the student of therapeutics. 

Professor Grimbert introduced his remarks with a quotation 
from Professor Bourgoin, professor of galenical pharmacy at the 
Paris School. “To judge the therapeutical habits of an epoch or 
a country,” said Professor Bourgoin, “one must study, not the 
numerous novelties, but what remains of these novelties after a 
certain period, when the experiments have lasted long enough to 
show real results. It is not perhaps quite exact to state that the 
useful medicaments are those universally prescribed, but it rarely 
happens that an efficacious and useful substance does not become 
indispensable by its results.” Continuing Professor Grimbert said: 

“Few periods have been richer than our own in new medica- 
ments, but how many remain after ten years’ use? The only 
mendicaments issued by the Central Hospital Pharmacy are those 
admitted by a special committee composed of hospital pharma- 
cists and doctors who unhesitatingly reject “fancy” and untried 
remedies. They therefore accurately represent the therapeutical 
tendencies of this skilled body of men. Nor can the increase 
in the use of a medicament be ascribed to the augmented popula- 
tion of the hospitals. Between 1897 and 1906 the number of pa- 
tients only increased by 11 percent.; the increase or decrease in 
the use of medicines is of far wider range. 

“The first point is to notice how little old classic medicaments 
are affected by the introduction of novelties. Take opium, the 
200 kilos were consumed in the year 
1862; between 1876 and 1885, also between 1896 and 1907, the 
figure is almost identical with that of forty-five years ago. Ex- 
tract of opium and Sydenham’s laudanum are equally un- 
changed; and the same may be said of ipecac, extract of cin- 
chona, lead plaster, mercurial ointment, and tincture of iodine. 
Nor do chemical medicaments show a wider fluctuation. Glyc- 
erin, potassium chlorate, and bromide, bismuth subnitrate (in 
spite of the salicylate), silver nitrate, calomel, sodium salicylate 
(in spite of the use of methyl salicylate), have maintained a 
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steady average for ten years past. Kermes mineral figures for 
10 to 12 kilos annually, as compared with 6 kilos of antimony 
oxide—the last vestige of the antimonial medication once so 
warmly discussed. Cantharides, on the contrary, shows a notable 
fall; the 300 kilos of 1876 and 200 kilos of 1885 having dropped 
to 47 kilos in 1896 and 16 kilos in 1906. The days of vesicatories 
are over. 

“Potassium and sodium iodides are almost the only classical 
medicaments which show a remarkable diminution, for which it 
is not perhaps very easy to 2eccount, the potassium salt having 
fallen from 1,200 to 700 kilos, and the sodium one from 100 to 
60 kilos. The growth of aseptic surgery naturally lessens the 
use of antiseptics; corrosive sublimate, which figured for 2 tons 
in 1889, has steadily decreased to 14 cwt. in 1906. Cyanide of 
mercury, however, mounted regularly during the same period, 
from 77 to 186 kilos. Carbolic acid fell from 12 to 5 tons in 
these ten years, boric acid from 15 to 7 tons; naphthol, benzo- 
naphthol, and salol show a decrease. In fact. roughly speaking, 
the annual consumption of antiseptics is one half what it was 
ten years ago. This is compensated for by the use of hydrogen 
peroxide, which has increased from 1,000 to 102,000 litres, and 
formaldehyde solution from 6 cwt, to 10 tons. 

“Two tons of chloroform (66,000 I oz. bottles) is annually sent 
out, and 1 to 1% tons of ether. The use of ethyl bromide has 
diminished by 25 percent. Sulphate of quinine now only figures 
for 100 lb., as against 150 lb. ten years ago. Antipyrin, the use 
of which began in 1884 (114 Ib.), had mounted in 1895 to nearly 
8 cwt., but has now fallen to an average of 5 cwt. Pyramidon 
began in 1901 (about 1% lb.), and in 1906 about 1 cwt. was 
used. Aspirin and salophen also show remarkable progress. 
Among the alkaloids, cocaine hydrochloride has oscillated be- 
tween 18 and 24 lb. per annum for the last ten years; morphine 
hydrochloride and codeine show the same stability. Caffeine has 
fallen from 80 to 30 lb., and theobromine has mounted from 52 
Ib. to 2 cwt. 

“The progress of a few of the newer medicaments during the 
last ten years is thus shown: Urotropine has increased from 7 
oz. to 65 Ib., trional from 8 to 52 Ib., protargol from 7 oz. to 6 
Ib., and dermatol from 5 oz. to 1 cwt. Veronal has in three years 
grown from 6 to 20 lb. The consumption of methyl salicylate 
in 1896 was barely 4 lb.; in 1906 14 cwt. was used. Calcium 
glycerophosphate, after slowly and steadily mounting from 60 
Ib. to about 3 cwt., fell somewhat suddenly; for the last three 
years the average has been under 2 cwt. Sodium cacodylate, in- 
troduced in 1895. reached its maximum of 28 Ib. in 1902, and 
has now fallen to 12 lb., the diminution coinciding with the ap- 
pearance of arrhenal (disodium methylarsenate).” 





Action of Quinone on Gelatin. 


A solution of quinone renders gelatin perfectly insoluble in 
water, both hot and cold. The gelatin which has been thus treat- 
ed has a pinkish color in a thin layer; thicker layers are reddish 

rown. It swells when macerated in water, but is quite insoluble 
in that liquid even on prolonged boiling, and it does not swell 
more in hot than in cold water. When swelled in cold water it 
is elastic, and resists traction; when again dried it becomes brit- 
tle. It is not affected by acids or alkalies, except by a long ex- 
posure to caustic alkali, which disintegrates the gelatin molecule. 
Four grammes of quinone is the smallest quantity which will 
render insoluble 100 grammes of gelatin in 5 percent. solution. 
A litre of a four per mille solution will render 20 grammes of 
sheet gelatin insoluble by simple immersion for one and three- 
quarter hours at 15° C. With a six per mille solution of quinone 
this time is reduced to one and a quarter hours. 





Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so- 
lictted. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
servption for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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THE PARCELS POST QUESTION IN GREAT BRITAIN. 





Small Retailers Friendly to Parcels Post—C. O. D. System Actively 
Opposed—Rates Charged. 





(From our London Correspondent.) 

London, January 31.—It is a matter of general surprise 
among English people, and especially those engaged in commerce, 
to think that there is no Government parcel post system in 
the United States. In this country we have been so loag accus- 
tomed to sending parcels by post that the fact that go ahead 
America is behind us in this particular seems particularly curious. 
The system here is so ingrained and is found so helpful that 
(except probably in a few isolated instances) the want of a par- 
cels post would now be regarded as little short of a national 
calamity. So the opposition to the proposal to institute a system 
of parcel post in America similar to that existing in this country 
is looked upon here as somewhat amazing. Of course, the suc- 
cess of the system has carried the people of this country beyond 
the distrust which probably existed when it was first introduced. 
The arguments against its adoption were doubtless similar to 
those put forward in opposition to it in America. ‘This was 
strongly apparent in an agitation three or four years ago, when 


Lord Stanley, who was then Postmaster General, favored a 
proposition to institute a 

Cash on Delivery System 
in connection with the postal distribution of parcels. ‘The idea 


was that the postman who delivered the parcel was to collect 
the money before delivery, acting, as it were, for the consignor. 
The proposition itself was a tribute to the popularity and con- 
venience of the parcel post system, but in spite of the favor 
shown for this further development of the system by the repre- 
sentative of the Government of the day, and by many powerful 
supporters, the project had to be abandoned because of the 
strong feeling exhibited against its adoption by traders through- 
out the country. The lines of opposition were mainly those 
taken by opponents to the introduction of the simpler system for 
America. It was characterized as “shopping by post,” and only 
the larger and more powerful tradesmen, the departmental stores 
and huge trading corporations would, it was urged, reap the 
benefit. Trade, it was feared, would simply be diverted from 
local tradespeople and small shopkeepers to the big stores of the 
great cities. The opposition to the “C. O. D.” was particularly 
strong among druggists. Associations of druggists all over the 
country passed resolutions condemnatory of the scheme, and it 
is curious to note that one chemist during these discussions 
recalled the fact that when the parcel post was first introduced 
a chemist friend of his in a fashionable watering place lost a 
considerable amount of his dispensing connection on account of 
customers who had consulted London physicians availing them- 
selves of the parcel post facilities by sending to London chemists 
for their prescriptions. 
The Opposition Was So Keen 


among chemists to Lord Stanley’s preposals that the august 
Pharamceutical Society itself was impelled to move. A memorial 
was drafted and sent to the Postmaster General. This memorial 
embodied the salient arguments advanced against the “C. O. D.” 
proposal, and the following paragraphs from that memorial may 
prove not uninteresting to American pharmacists who do not 
regard the parcel post system with favor: 

The Council is of opinion that the suggested proposals would 
immensely emphasize the decadence of the rural districts of 
Great Britain by promoting the habit of obtaining all possible 
supplies from large wholesale establishments in great cities; and 
it is felt that retailers in country towns, who in former years 
took an active and useful part in municipal affairs, and to a less 
extent are able to do so now, would find it increasingly difficult 
to maintain a position of respectability. The Council cannot think 
that a responsible Minister of His Majesty’s Government would 
willingly give countenance to proposals calculated to bring about 
the virtual extinction of the individual tradesman class—a class 
of considerable value to the country politically—more especially 
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in face of the circumstance that no evidence is adduced of any 
real popular demand for such proposals. 

The Council views with considerable misgiving the probable 
effect of the proposals of the department on the growing evil of 
self prescribing and self drugging. An enormous impetus would, 
it is felt, be given to the trade in elegantly packed quackeries of 
foreign origin, which even now, as medical testimony exists to 
demonstrate, constitutes a grave scandal and a serious menace 
to the health of the community. Ignorant and unscrupulous 
advertisers of secret remedies—which in most cases are potent 
and dangerous—would find their field of enterprise vastly en- 
larged and made financially sounder if they could have the 
privilege of securing the aid of a Government department in theii 
business operations. 

The system would involve certain serious complications in 
connection with the law relating to the sale of poisons (especially 
in regard to arsenical preparations), and would in practice render 
inoperative some of the most important protective provisions of 
the Arsenic Act and the Pharmacy Acts. 


These arguments might be advanced by American druggists 
against the parcel post system itself, but the experience of years 
has shown that, in this country at least, the small shopkeeper 
has not yet been wiped out, and if he ever is it will not be be- 
cause of the parcel post. Chemists themselves find it so con- 
venient that in most country pharmacies and in town pharmacies 
of repute regular parcel post cartons are stocked for sending 
drugs (liquid or solid) and medicines to customers who live at 
a distance. Parcels must not exceed 314 feet in length nor 6 feet 
in length anid girth combined, and the maximum limit of weigh 
is 11 pounds. The postal charges for transmission are (for in 
land only): For 1,pound or less, 3d.; 2 pounds, 4d.; 3 pounds, 
5d.; § pounds, 6d.; 7 pounds, 7d.; and 1d. for each additional 
pound up to 11 pounds. Not only do pharmacists find it con- 
venient for supplying customers at a distance with whatsoever 
may be required, but urgent parcels of stock of any kind may be 
telegraphed for from the wholesaler in any convenient large 
town and transmitted by first post with accuracy and the mini- 
mum of delay. The stringent postal regulations regarding pack- 
ing, etc., of medicines make the chances of breakage very small. 
In conclusion, it may be safely assumed that the general advan- 
tages accruing from the parcel post system in this country are 
looked upon as more than compensating for any disadvantages 
that may arise by reason of there being more direct and easy 
communication between the general public and the large depart 


mental stores doing a mail order business. The smal! trader, 
including the pharmacist, accepts the situation as it is. and takes 
full advantage of the parce! post for his own good. 





WORKINGS OF THE PARCELS POST IN GERMANY. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Darmstadt, January 15.—The advantages of a system of par- 
cels post have been so long enjoyed, not only in Germany, but in 
most other European countries, that life without it would seem 
impossible. It is not only the merchant prince but the smallest trader 
in some out of the way village as well as the ordinary citizen 
who has cause to bless this cheap and expeditious mode of trans 
port. But not only does the transport exist, but also the “cash 
on delivery” systemi,’ that is, the post office does not deliver the 
parcel (it may be even an ordinary letter or a post card) until 
the receiver pays the sum marked on it, which is remitted by 
the post office to the sender. On the introduction of the latte: 
system it was argued that this would cause considerable loss to 
the dealers in smaller places, as it would be so convenient to 
order from large stores in any distant town. Time, 
has shown that this fear was a groundless one. It is human 
nature for the purchaser to see what he is buying. The parcels 
post service is made use of to a very great extent by the smaller 

1The German postal parcel rates are, for 5 Kg. (11 lbs.), up to a dis- 
tance of 45 miles, 6 cents; any distance beyond, 12 cents. Every kilo- 
gramme over this is charged according to distance, there being a series of 

Rg The extra charge for the cash on delivery is made up as follows: 
Charge for the post office order for the amount to be — to the 


pene a up to $1.25, is 2% cents; up to $25, is § cents. The cash on 
delivery charge of 2% cents. 


however, 
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shopkeeper in order that he may keep up to date, and it has had 
a salutary effect on him, as it keeps him up to the mark. Peo- 
ple living in the country may order many articles on the “cash 
on delivery system” from town but on the other hand 
many townspeople are in a position to order goods from the 
country, such as poultry, fruit, etc., and thus the countryman can 
find a wider market for his goods than would otherwise be the 
case. A glance at a German daily paper now, with the numerous 
farms advertising ‘“‘yeese sent post free, cash on delivery” (a ten 
pounder for $1.50) is a proof of the universal use of this item 
of civilization. 


stores, 


The Medicinal Employment of Sea Water. 


In a recent number of the Répertoire de Pharmacie (Brit. 
Med. Jour.) M. P. Carles gives an interesting account of the use 
of sea water in medicine. In addition to common salt sea water 
contains many important mineral substances, the total solid mat- 
ter amounting to 3.2 to 3.8 percent. Some of these substances 
are present only to an infitesimal extent, but in biology the value 
of a substance is not necessarily dependent upon its actual size 
or quantity. 

It has been shown that various marine plants have the power 
of extracting from sea water minute quantities of compounds of 
iodine, bromide, arsenic, boron, manganese, lithium, fluorine, 
rubidium, cesium, and other elements. Hence it was not unrea- 
sonable to suppose that the higher animals might derive benefit 
from the assimilation of even minute traces of these physiologi- 
cally active substances. The employment of sea water as a re- 
medial agent dates back to the time of Hippocrates, and modern 
physiological investigations have led to its reintroduction into 
medicine. Thus it has been shown that if a portion of the blood 
serum of a dog be replaced by an artificial serum the most suit- 
ible serum for the purpose is sea water, isotonic with the natural 
scrum. Sea water has been given by the mouth and by injec- 
tion with good results in cases of dyspepsia, loss of appetite, and 
tuberculosis. In general the appetite was improved and strength 
was rapidly regained. 

In order to obtain the best and most immediate results it is 
necessary to observe certain precautions. The sea water must be 
natural, as it is impossible to imitate so complex a liquid. In- 
leed, it has been proved that sea salt, when redissolved in dis- 
tilled water, lacks some of the properties of natural sea water, 
exerting a tonic action upon a dog when injected subcutaneously. 
't must be freshly collected, as it loses carbon dioxide on stand- 
ing, with precipitation of some of its salts. It should be taken 
from the open sea remote from rivers and other sources of pollu- 
tion. It should be sterilized by filtration, as heat dissociatets the 
bicarbonates and destroys the natural equilibrium of the liquid. 
When required for subcutaneous injection it should be diluted 
with water to the same concentration as normal blood serum. 
Distilled water is not suitable as a diluent,’as it sometimes causes 
pain. It is better to dilute the sea water with natural potable 
water in the proportion of 2 parts to 5. In conclusion, M. Carles 
points out that this method of treatment is not invariably suit- 
able and that it rests with clinical experience to indicate the 
cases in which it may advantageously be employed. 


The Source of Strontium. 


According to a paper communicated to the Geological Section 
of the British Association, a deposit in the upper triassic of Ab 
bots Leigh, near Bristol, England, has become the chief source of 
the world’s supply of strontium. One of the distinguishing char- 
acteristics of this metal, and the property which has given it its 
commercial importance, is the intense crimson color which it im 
parts to a flame. It is hence largely used in pyrotechnics and 
tor colored flames used in signaling At Abbots Leigh the 
from that of a pea up to 
The estimated amount per acre is 2,000 tons. 


strontium occurs in boulders of all sizes, 
100 tons in weight. 











68 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 





RECORD. 





Notes 





Bo Queries 


J Answers 





Pineoleum.—H.—Several readers have kindly written to 
supply information concerning the composition of the preparation 
called pineoleum, which was stated in the preceding issue to be 
a sort of linoleum. According to Otto Raubenheimer, of Brook- 
lyn, pineoleum is the trademark name of an oil spray for the 
nose and throat manufactured by the Pineoleum Manufacturing 
Company, New York. It is said to contain in “scientific combin- 
ation” menthol, eucalyptol, camphor, cinnamon, oleum dacrydium 
cupressium and aromatics, with refined liquid petrolatum “in pro- 
portions that recommend its use as a healing medication in all 
forms of catarrh.”” E. W. Goff, manager of the Union Drug 
Company, Saginaw, Mich., gives substantially the same informa- 
tion, though he intimates that the Pineoleum Manufacturing 
Company is a British concern, the New York office at 229 to 
235 East Forty-first street being the American branch. The 
somewhat mysterious “oleum dacrydium cupressium” is said to 
be an oil derived from the New Zealand red pine. 

We do not know how old the pineoleum oil spray is, but 
the composition of pineoleum, the wall covering, was described 
in a German book on “Specialitaten und Geheimmittel fiir tech- 
nischen Gebrauch,” published in 1892. 


Calcium Chlorate and Calcium Chloride.—With reference 
to the note on page 41 of the preceding issue, headed Calx 
Chlorinata Confounded with Calcium Chlorate, R writes: “On 
a German prescription ‘calc. chlor. cryst. pur.’ means calcium 
calcium chlorate. He goes on to say that the 
designation ‘cryst.’ applies to the salt, Ca Cle+6H:O, as dis- 
tinguished the anhydrous Ca Ch, ore part of which is 
equal to about two parts of the crystallized salt. 

We “R” that calcium chlorate was really in- 
tended, the prescription as fully written out reading “calcii 
chlorici crystallizati purissimi.” The salt in question is sold 
under its German Latin name as a proprietary article, and was 
so prescribed by the physician who called attention in Therapie 
der Gegenwart to the substitution of chlorinated lime for it. 


chloride, not 
from 


would assure 


Library Paste.—O. D. M.—Dextrin is the basis of most of 
the successful pastes on the market. A satisfactory preparation 
may be made by the following formula if the directions are care- 
fully followed: 


SPEER COTE MIE: . oiccce caccucidcipese ee lb. vss 
Water, heated to 360° F................ Coug. i 
SOME OS inde ewe bcd ethscesniwe on tes 
TS ee ae eee eee 


Dissolve the dextrin in the hot water by rubbing it up in a 
heated mortar; cool slightly and incorporate the essential oils 
by brisk stirring. Pour the paste into bottles or jars of suitable 
capacity, and after corking tightly place the containers away in 
a cool place (preferably in an ice box or cold cellar), where 
the paste may congeal and ripen. The time required for the 
ripening process, the observance of which is imperative for the 
production of a satisfactory paste, varies, but generally extends 
over a week or fortnight, though the ripening may be hastened 
by placing the bottles in an ice box in which the temperature is 
maintained at 40 to 45 degrees for several days. 


Liquid Glue.—O. D. M.—The formulas of the two propri- 
etary liquid glues named by you are unknown to us. The prepa- 
ration of a glue of similar properties should not be attended with 
much difficulty. Either French gelatin or a refined article of glue 


may be used, the first named making a better appearing and more 


adhesive preparation. A selection may be made from among 


the following formulas: 


i. 
White glue, in small pieces...............5viii 
| Ee ay err ereryy 
PUSERND UE GG ccc Leas weesebeanceon aes «0 te §llG8 


Put the glue and the water into a wide mouthed bottle and dis- 
solve by aid of a water bath; then add the nitric acid slowly, 
stirring constantly the while. After effervescence has ceased and 
the solution has cooled, transfer it to small bottles and cork 


securely. It is ready for use at any time. 
II. 
Ee PRION ois os. 5 oho Sa sake awe os scene 3xvi 
CL eae SR Nr thane eet ete 3viii 


\llow to stand together in a wide mouthed bottle of suitable 
size until the gelatin is converted into a jelly, then transfer the 
bottle to a water bath and heat until solution is effected. Next 
add: 


Nitric acid 

Stir until effervescence ceases, 
and decant. 

In a solution of borax and water soak sufficient glue to 
thoroughly take up the liquid. Pour off the surplus solution and 
then put on the water bath and melt the glue. Cool down until 
the glue begins to set, then add, drop by drop, with agitation. 
enough acetic acid to check the tendency to solidification. If 
after becoming quite cold there is still a tendency to solidifica- 
tion, add a few drops more of the acid. The liquid should be 
of the consistency of ordinary mucilage at all times. 


set aside for twelve hours 


IV. 
ROAR eet tht Lec hte a ee cen ca cm eect eee 3x 
MUON: ois ms cuawn en ccchas ean passes SA ee 5XV 
Soak the glue in the water until soft, then add: 
Sodium salicylate ....... stab teenie aainls)e wase'ee 5i 
And heat on a water bath until dissolved. Then add: 
EMER OM io hia so ccbiccannee oe Kekas ners Wxx 
PRN Ce as OO EO ra chaien he ee eee ae Sill 
Mix. 
, V. 
GUE! Ge cds chackoassRhintk ee bicae tice sees e iu 3xii 
PES cis ch och gh css ae cee weiewoaasnae es ..gr. I 
re ee oa skeetv coutacemeeee seuenae 3i 
DVRS ee nL aun ovewan cae sa sknee 3xili 
AT LS ERT Ae eae Brg RB bgt pe raph Baer A Sill 


Mix all but the alcohol, digest on a water bath till the glue 
is dissolved, allow to cool and add the alcohol. 


Formulary Books.—O. D. M.—Among the most useful 
books of formulas for library pastes, glues and inks, are the 
following: “Cements, Pastes, Glues and Gums,’ by H. C 
Standage (Crosby Lockwood & Son, London) ; “Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,” by Peter MacEwan (McKesson & Robbins, New 
York); “The Standard Formulary,’ by Ebert & Hiss (G. P. 
Engelhard & Co., Chicago) ; “Henley’s Twentieth Century Book 
of Recipes, Formulas and Processes,” by Gardner D. Hiscox 
(The Nornian W. Henley Publishing Company, 132 Nassau 
street, New York). 





Contributions for our column of Puzzling Orders are so- 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 
reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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Postage Stamp Mucilage.—P. F.—The adhesive material 
on postage stamps is generally understood to have some such 
composition as is represented by the following formula, but we 
cannot vouch for its accuracy: 


1 Cc i CC ee eeale careers 3ii 
fre Se ST: | a ee Oe Ge .3i 
NARI aoe: clas ete Stes otk a oha elke jrits ticiots ea Nata a obra wise ale 3v 
PAIN Cate g tei ndio co Lacie agian a crcH cian wae 3i 


The ingredients are mixed in the order given. 


Blue-Black Writing Fluid.—oO. D. M. asks for the formula 
of a writing fluid for use in a fountain pen that at first writes 
blue-back and Jater turns a deep black. 

Few of the published formulas for blue-black writing fluid 
are of any value and, as reference to the files of the AMERICAN 
Druceist will show, we have been as guilty as others of putting 
such formulas into circulation. The best types of blue-black 
writing fluids are Stephens’s and Arnold's inks. These are sup- 
posed to be made from gallic acid and ferrous sulphate, but the 
published formulas for Stephens’s writing fluid are as varied 
as they are numerous. There is a man in Paolo, Kans., who 
has made the collection of ink formulas a hobby, and of the 
several hundred recipes in his possession, most of which he has 
tried, scarcely one Has been found by him to yield an ink or 
writing fluid of the kind it is supposed to represent. If this 
strikes the eye of our Kansas friend we hope it will lead him 
to acquaint our readers with the results of some of his experi- 
ments: for we hesitate about giving any more formulas of this 
kind in view of the disappointing character of nearly all the 
formulas extant. 


Tennessee Licenses and Interchange of Certificates.— 
S. B. E. asks us to name (1) the State or States and Territories 
that recognize the Tennessee pharmacy license; (2) State licenses 
recognized by the Tennessee Board of Pharmacy; (3) States 
that interchange licenses. 

We are unable to name any State. Board of Pharmacy that 
recognizes the pharmacy certificates of Tennessee. The State 
Board of Tennessee requires every applicant for a license to 
practice pharmacy to pass an examination. The active mem- 
bers (boards of pharmacy) of the National Association of Boards 
of Pharmacy have the right to interchange certificates of regis- 
tration whenever permitted by existing law, but we are unable 
to say whether or not the Tennessee board is a member of this 
association. An inquiry addressed to the secretary of the National 
Association of Boards of Pharmacy would doubtless bring the 
desired information; his address is A. G. Sala, Winchester, Ind. 

Deposit in Elixir of Iron Quinine and Strychnine.—Re- 
ferring to the inquiry of “Clear” in the preceding issue, George 
H. Seldes, jr., of Pittsburgh, says that he has had a similar 
experience with the clouding of the elixir, but he has found the 
elixir to clear rapidly on warming it by means of a hot water 
bath. When a bottle of the elixir was returned to him with a 
precipitate showing he brought out a cup of hot water, and in 
the presence of the customer restored the transparency of the 
elixir by placing the bottle in the water. He asks “Clear” if he 
has ever had any trouble with the elixir in summer. 

Purchasers of Roots and Herbs.—W. & W. asks for the 
addresses of firms who are purchasers of roots and herbs, and 
we name the following: J. L. Hopkins & Co., McKesson & Rob- 
bins, Lehn & Fink, Parke, Davis & Co., Peek & Velsor, Schieffe- 
lin & Co., and Stallman & Fulton Company, New York; Allaire, 
Woodward & Co., Peoria, Ill.; Tilden & Co., New Lebanon, 
N. Y.; Lloyd Brothers, Cincinnati. These are only a few ad- 
dresses selected at random. Nearly all wholesale druggists are 
ready purchasers of roots and herbs of medicinal value, as, of 
course, are all fluid extract manufacturers. 

The prices at which wholesalers purchase herbs and roots 
in large quantities will be found in our Original Package Prices 
printed with the advertising pages. 

The Word “Cure” Cannot Be Used Under the National 
Food and Drugs Act.—F. A. M. writes: “Will you inform 
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me if it is allowed to use the work ‘cure’ on the label of a 
proprietary preparation? I have a serial number under the na- 
tional food and drugs law on my preparation, and I use the 
word ‘cure’ on the label, as I can prove that the preparation is 
a cure. Some tell me I should change the word ‘cure’ to ‘rem- 
edy,’ so as to be on the safe side.” 

Objection has been made by the food and drugs commis- 
sioners to the use of the word “cure” on the advertising litera- 
ture, labels, etc., of proprietary remedies of every description, 
and it would be decidedly safer for our querist to use a more 
qualified term, such as ‘‘remedy.”’ Of course, if it could be 
proved that the preparation in question cures all cases of the 
disease for which it is applied, our querist would have a perfect 
right to use the word. 

Bismuth Cholate.——Dr. E. Worner, of Posen, has obtained 
a patent on a process for the preparation of bismuth cholate, 
which should prove a useful drug. The process is based upon 
the fact that if a basic salt of bismuth is warmed with a solution 
of one of the cholates, there will be formed bismuth cholate. The 
reaction is promoted by an excess of the cholic salt. The process 
is carried out, according to the Apotheker Zeitung for January 
11, 1908, as follows: 1 Kg. of bismuth nitrate is thoroughly 
stirred into a concentrated aqueous solution of 1 Kg. of sodium 
cholate, and the mixture is warmed for a while over a water bath 
and constantly stirred. It is then diluted and filtered, the residuc 
being repeatedly washed with water and quickly dried. The 
salt is yellowish white and is insoluble in water. Cholic acid 
may be extracted with alcohol, and the salt is easily broken up by 
mineral acids or strong alkalis. 


Book Notices. 


By John Dabney Palmer, M. A., M. 
Cloth, $1 net. 





Practica, Test-Boox or CHemMIstRy, 
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1907. 


The book is frankly a collection of practical tests gathered 
from various sources and intended to present to physician and 
pharmacist reliable directions for making tests without going to 
the trouble of consulting various authorities. The little volume 
will undoubtedly prove useful and fill a real want in the library 
of beth physician and pharmacist. We regret, however, that 
the author did not see fit to give the names of all the various 
tests that had been known by some specific name. This informa- 
tion would have added but little to the size of the volume and 
would have added to its usefulness as a means of reference. 
Where this information is given, and it is given in many cases, 
it would have been better to have had it appear at the beginning 
of the paragraph where it ‘would catch the eye, instead of at 
the end. 

Prant NAMES, SCIENTIFIC AND PoPpuULar. Including in the case of each plant 
the correct botanical name, in accordance with the reformed nomencla- 
ture, together with botanical and popular synonyms. Compiled from 
the most authentic sources. By A. B. Lygns, M. D. Second edition, 


thoroughly revised, with much added matter. Detroit: Nelson, Baker 
& Co. 1907. 


This is the second edition of a work that has proved very ac- 
ceptable to all who have to do with the names and synonyms of 
plants, and it should be especially useful as a reference book 
for retai! druggists, who are so often called upon to supply some 
root, bark or herb of which only an unfamiliar popular name is 
known to the customer. The book is arranged alphabetically 
under the generic names, the family being given on the same 
line; then follow under indentations the specific names with the 
synonyms and vernacular German, French and Spanish names 
of the several drugs or plants enumerated. The active constit- 
vents of the principal plants are named, where such are known, 
and the medicinal properties are succinctly stated. It is not to be 
expected that a book of this kind will have a very extensive sale 
or be much in demand, but for those who are required to trace 
synonyms and popular names to their sources it is an invaluable 
compilation, the information contained in it being derived from 
books that are generally inaccessible to pharmacists who are not 
within easy reach of a large pharmaceutical library. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 


Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usefulto the pharmacist in the prep- 
aration of his advertising matter. Specimensof current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 











SOME QUEER DESIGNS. 
Even at this late day few advertisers really understand the 
value of white space in an advertisement. 
The Logan Drug Company ad with the heavy mourning 
border, is illustrative of this. In a paper of such poor print as 
the one in which that ad appeared it is necessary to use as large 


Sweet 
and Dainty 


Easily the best article for 
chapped hands, rough skin, etc., 
is a good rub o 


LILY CREAM, 


but to prepare the skin for the 
best results, you should wash the 
face and hands well in warm 
water, using 


LILY CREAM 
for the purpose. After drying 
well then rub in the Cream. 


It feels good on the skin, dries 
quickly, is not greasy. 


SKIN SOAP 


Lily Cream Skin Soap 16c. 
Lily 


Sold by ali dealers. 


Logan Drug Co. 


MA\UFACTURERS 
1oth & Main st. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 


Cream, 15c. & 





type as the space will permit. The wide border takes up space 
which ought to be devoted to making an otherwise excellent ad 
readable by getting a type size large enough to show even in the 
execrable print of that paper. 

Some of the so called illustrations in the drug ads that come 
to us are anything but illustrative of the matter in the ads. 
In many cases they are nothing more than designs which really 
signify nothing and use up valuable space which would attract 
more attention if it were leit white. 

A Burlington, Vt., advertisement, displaying “Security and 
Courtesy,” looks at first like the ad of a bank or a loan and 
trust company and with but little alteration in the reading would 
pass for such. It seems as if the words “Right Prescription Fill- 
ing” in the place of Security and Accuracy and on a white 
ground instead of the wall paper design would be more likely 
to invite a reader’s attention and get the balance of the ad read. 

Parkell, the Drug Man, must have drawn on the almanac for 
inspiration in making up his design. or what is more likely 
upon a job lot of cuts from some maker of ready made adver- 


"au. 
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Accompany the fling of Prescriptions 
at this pharmacy. 

SECURITY to the patient In fur- 
nishing absolutely PURBP any DRUG 
in the exact amount the Physician 
orders. 

COURTESY to the bearer of the 
Prescription in causing no delay—de- 
livering the medicine by special mes- 
senger. 

Try our Prescription Work! 


PARK DRUG STORE 


What a waste of valuable space! Such designs serve 
no good purpose whatever. A good picture may sometimes tell 
something, but a poor one or an inappropriate one never. 


SECURITY 
= AND 
COURTESY 





tising. 





For Coughs 
and Colds 
Use Sinith’s White Pine and Tar, 


Complete line of Combs and Hair 
Brushes, Soap, Sponges, Cigars and 
Confectionery at the 
The Family Drvg Store, 
James K. Smitb.Proprietor 
Main Street, Brewster, N. ¥. 


The Family Drug Store ad. with the queer picture of the 
man and the bottles at its top, shows ad illustrating at its worst. 
The cut was evidently a picture in the 
Tonic bottles and 
proceeds to talk about white pine and tar for colds, but imme- 
diately forgets that and gets lost in the maze of what ought to 
have been nothing more than, etc., in this ad. 


DRUGS © 
|MEBIGINES C 


THE LADY'S NEEDS are here in 
the way of Drugs, Medicines, Por- 
fumes, Powders &nd all Toilet requi- 
sites. Every supply for the dressing 
fable, bathroom or boudoir. Fancy 
Soaps and Sachets, Cold Creams, Puff. 
1 kinds of Perfumery;* 
1 Nail Brushes, Mani- 
i Sponges. 2 quality 
e most ex- 


toilet 


every month in the 
year and every day in 


the month. 


PARKELL 
THE DRUG oer 





run im simply to have 


It shows a man with a couple of Spring 



































The like a 


looks 
comic valentine with its large headed lady and the amount of 


ad of Donaldson 


f 
foods 


shot 


gun 


type in the ad is far below the proportion that: should appear 
in a space of that size. Then, too, what type there is says noth- 
ing that would induce any one to buy. 

It is apparently very easy for advertisers to lose sight of the 
fact that the object of an ad is to induce someone to buy the 
goods. An ad which degenerates into a simple list of goods is 
about as valuable as a section from a page of table of contents. 
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A phase of scheme advertising which needs careful atten- 
tion is exemplified in the Hayes ad. A well displayed ad which 
evidently must have escaped the eye of the postmaster or the 
entire edition of the paper in which it appeared would have 
been forbidden the use of the mails. 


$1.00 $1.00 
SATURDAY SPECIAL 


Old-Fashioned Molasses Taffy, Home-Made, at 


lOc lb. 


Sold in pound bars only, and one of the bars will 
contain a silver $1.00 placed in the batch when still 
warm, so that we will be as ignorant of its location 
as the public. 

A pound of pure home-made candy and a Silver 
Dollar for ten cents is pretty fair value. The wheels 
of progress hum at 


Hayes’ Drug Store 
$1.00 $1.00 


Such schemes cannot be mentioned in the papers even to 
the extent of giving the names of the winners. 








SOME ADVERTISING IDEAS. 
By J. B. Moorr, 
Philadelphia. 

The advertising experts who fill up the columns of the trade 
press with directions on the writing of advertising and criti- 
cisms of that which has been written, lay down a number of 
rules which they say must be followed at all cost. I know that 
some of the advertisements which I have used and which I pre- 
sent here are not in accordance with these rules, but they proved 
successful in practice, and success is after all the test of 
advertising. 

I think that the advertising experts are a little bit too much 
afraid of long circulars. As for myself I believe in putting into 
every circular sent out all the information and argument which 
you have which would probably’ influence the recipient in your 
favor. It is true that the average man would never read a long 
circular on the value of a cough syrup. All you can do with him 
is to get the name of your syrup before him, but if the man hap- 
pens to have a cough—and this is the man you particularly wish 
to interest—he will read all that you can put before him, provided 
what you say is interesting and convincing. I therefore believe 
in taking plenty of space in circulars to tell the full story of the 
article advertised. 

The suggestions which are presented here may be used in 
newspaper advertising as a basis for circulars, or in some cases, 
for placards to be hung in the store. 


WHO IS THE “SOVEREIGN” 
o 
THE HOUSEHOLD? 


“MATESTY," 
THE BABY BOY! 

Whose princely presence softens the hearts and commands the homage 
yd = entire househoid be he the Lord of the Castle or the humblest 
weller. 

We have assembled here every nursery and toilet requisite that is cal- 
culated to please and amuse him, and to gratify the refined and _ regal 
tastes of the little ‘‘Autocrat..”’ We have everything. from the daintiest 
cake of soap to the most beautiful hair brush and comb, together with the 
most ornate and beautiful puff boxes, etc. 


It is his 





THE JUVENILE KING! 
of the 
HOME, 


and the 
“AUTOCRAT” OF THE NURSERY. 

Can be here provided with everything to gratify lis royal desires, and 
to suit his regal tastes. 

Our stock is replete with the most recherché and desirable 

“NURSERY REQUISITES.” 

The most approved nursery bottles and fittings, teething rings, Infant 
hair brushes and combs, chaste and beautiful powder-puffs and puff-boxes, 
nursery sponges of velvety softness, and tooth brushes, especially adapted 
to = tiny mouth of the two year old, also for the children of larger 
growth, 


AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
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PURE MEDICINES OR DEATH! 

Persons with important prescriptions often seek the cheapest or “‘cut 
rate’ pharmacy to have them compounded. Thus, unwittingly, perha 
placing in jeopardy not only their own health and life, but that of wife, 
child, or some dear friend. They are unmindful of the fact that it is not 
the doctor that cures, but the health-restoring and life-saving medicine 
= his superior skill and good judgment enables him to prescribe for 
them. 





IN NO OTHER PHARMACY ; 

On this continent, no matter where located, nor how high its reputation, 
is the business of dispensin 

“PHYSICIANS’ PRESCRIPTIONS” : 
conducted with more system, skiJi, care and accuracy, and nowhere else is 
every element of scientific pharmacy more thoroughly incorporated and 
sedulously practised. To avoid errors, every«good and sensible precaution 
and safeguard which a practical experience of many years can devise or 
suggest, is adopted. 





THIS NEW INVOICE 
of Elegant 

: TOOTH BRUSHES! 

Is just from the Importer’s hands. 

Their very excellence will nake them short stayers. 

They simply, as it were, call and go! 

You may look here in a week’s time and there may not be one left to 
say, “‘How do you do?” At present, 

25 cts. each, or 3 for 65 cts. 
Every bristle securely tied in to stay. 
Every brush guaranteed. 





A NEW INVOICE! 


TOOTH BRUSHES 
are a wonder in quality and price. 
ey don’t have to seek takers, their inherent worth attracts instant 
So “Be Quick” if you even want to look at them again 
25 cts. each, 2 for 45 cts.; or 3 for 65 cts. 
Every brush guaranteed. 
Many buy two or three, and some buy a half-dozen for t! 


These elegant 


buyers. 


families. 





BIRD SEED! 
And medicines of all kinds for the 
“CANARY” 


and other 

“FEATHERED SONGSTERS!” 
And in our collection we have not neglected 
_“SAUCY POLLY’S” 
health and welfare. She is sometimes noisy, headstrong, and impudent, but 
she should not be ostracized on that account, for she is often our only 
solace in hours of loneliness. She, of course, would be much nicer if she 
— knew when to talk and when to keep silent, but there are others like 
er. 

Her favorite diet is the sunflower sced, which we keep in great per- 
fection, together with all the most esteemed patent “Parrot Foods,’’ and 
the various medicines for the cure of all diseases peculiar to these 

“NOTED SPEAKERS.” 





ELEGANCE AND PERFECTION! 

It is the careful attention to the little details that give finish, elegance, 
and perfection to dispensing. In compounding prescriptions, we bestow the 
most painstaking care, and the most approved and scientihc processes are 
employed to render the medicines as palatable and as pleasing to the eye 
as possible, also, to develop and intensify their power and efficiency. 


OBSERVE WITH ATTENTION! 

No matter how able a diagnostician or how learned and skillful your 
physician may be, if the medicines you obtain upon his prescription are not 
fresh, pure, and efficient, his best efforts will be frustrated, his reputation 
will suffer, and your life may be sacrificed. This is no figment of the 
imagination, but the plain, wnzarnished truth. 





IN THE MANUFACTURE! 

Of medicinal preparations, it is not only necessary to possess the 
requisite experience and ability, bit it is also of vital importance that the 
crude material should be of the best quality. It is just as impossible to 
make goud medicine from inferior material as it is to make good bread 
from poor flour, no matter how skilful the cook. 

BIRD SEED! 
For the “Canary” and other 
FEATHERED SONGSTERS. 

We exhibit in this window all the necessary and best kinds of food 
for the health, growth, development, and for the improvement of the vocal 
organs of these ever cheerful, little 

“PRISONERS.” 
.. Also the most popular medicines for the relief and cure of the various 
ailments to which these dainty little household pets are liable. 





STOP! ONE MOMENT, PLEASE! 

Or call as you return to look at our Display of Toilet Goods. 

‘The stock embraces every needful and useful article required in the 
“Toilet and Boudoir.” The special excellence of these goods should com- 
mend them to the attention of the elite, and to the most critical, and fas- 
tidious person. They are the choicest products of the most noted manu- 
facturers of the world. 

Make your selection without fear of misrepresentation. Goods un- 


worthy of praise receive no commendation at our hands. 





TALCUM POWDER! 
For his “Little Majesty” 
THE BABY! 
Madam :— 

Why do you allow your dear little baby to suffer, cry and fret from 
chafing, irritations, and inflammations of the skin, which are the daily torment 
of the little sufferer’s life; changing its amiable disposition and rendering 
it Sige oe. —_— and peevish, when its suffering can be so 
quici alleviated and may be averted by the timely use of —* 
POWDER"? y 'y use of—“TALCUM 

Just try it, and acquaint us of the results. 

We have it for sale in elegant perforated-top boxes, 

AT TEN AND FIFTEEN CENTS. 
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o2 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
FOOD AND DRUGS MATTERS AT WASHINGTON. 


To Define Status of Bitters—Adulterations in Imported Drugs— 
Preliminary Hearing in the Harper Case—Higher Rate of Pay 
for Marine Hospital Pharmacists. 


(from our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, February 6.—The Board of Food and Drug In- 
spection has been devoting considerable attention of late to the 
question of bitters, witht a view to presenting a regulation gov- 
erning the labeling of articles of that class sold at retail, Within 

few days the draft of the regulation will probably be made 
public. It will provide especially for a statement on the labels 
with reference to the alcoholic contents of the bitters, Such 
statements will be required particularily in those cases where 
the bitters are put forward as a medicinal preparation or where 
they are customarily regarded as having medicinal qualities or 
as constituting a proper ingredient in medicines. It is believed 
that this prospective action is entirely in line with the definition 
of the term drug as given in the food and drugs act and as 
used in the regulations prepared for the enforcement of that 
act and approved by the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secre- 
tary of Commerce and Labor and the Secretary of the Treasury. 
One or two other regulations have also been framed by the 
Board of Food and Drug Inspection and will shortly be pub- 
lished. These are the first that have been given out for some 
months, and their prospective publication is supposed to indi- 
cate that the Board of Food and Drug Inspection is to go on 
actively with its work, in spite of the coming organization of 
the new board to take charge of mooted scientific questions af- 
fecting foods and drugs. It is probable that the old board will 
for some time to come confine its attention to the narrower and 
more technical problems of administration. 


Adulteration of Imported Drugs. 

\ great number of adulterations, some of them decidedly 
dangerous, have been detected by the Drug Division in the 
Bureau of Chemistry in its investigations of imported drugs 
within the past few weeks. In every case the discovery of these 
adulterations has been followed by the exclusion of the adulter- 
ated goods in question from consumption by requiring the ship- 
ment to be re-exported or destroyed. One of the adulterations 
which has been most frequently found to exist is in sarsaparilla. 
It appears that when the plants are imported into England from 
Central America the root proper is cut off and used at home, 
while the “nubbings” are sent here, they being practically without 
value from a medicinal point of view. Another frequent kind 
of adulteration is seen in the case of calendula flowers. These 
are imported, colored in imitation of saffron, and are introduced 
to the trade under various names. Much saffron has also been 
found to be adulterated by the addition of substances intended 
simply to increase the weight of the drug. The Division has 
had brought to its attention a considerable number of cases where 
siftings of senna have been presented as senna. The latter are 
henceforward to be rigidly excluded unless labeled exactly as 
what they are—siftings. Until recently likewise a considerable 
number of leaf drugs have been allowed to come in with the 
stems and twigs included, although in every case warning has 
been given that the plants must in future be prepared in a more 
cleanly manner and in no case so put up as to increase the 
weight in an undue manner by the addition of extraneous non- 
medicinal elements. This process of admission under protest has 
been in effect for nearly a year and with little improvement in the 
condition of the imported drugs. In consequence, it is now in- 
tended to cut off the privilege of admission and to order the re- 
exportation of such drugs, unless labeled in the right way. One 
of the drugs which has been most in fault in this connection 
has been buchu. This, when imported with the stems, will in 
future be required to be labeled “Buchu with Stems,” and no 
other nomenclature will be accepted. 
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The Legality of the Use of the Word “Cure” Involved in th 
Harper Case. : 


A preliminary hearing has been had here in the case of Rob- 
ert N. Harper, the manufacturer of the so called “cufohedake 
branefude,” which was taken up by the Bureau of Chemistry as 
a test of the labeling clauses of the food and drugs act in their 
bearing on drugs and remedies. At this hearing a request was 
made for a jury trial at the February jury term of the District 
Court. Considerable argument was submitted prior to this appli- 
cation to show that the case should be dismissed. The argu- 
ment dealt largely with the supposed irregularities of the present 
proceedings. None of these contentions had any apparent weight 


with the court, and it is now believed that the case will be fully © 


tried with numerous witnesses during the coming month. Mr. 
Harper is understood to be planning to carry this case to the 
extreme limit and to test all phases of the constitutional ques- 
tions at issue, before acquiescing in any unfavorable decision. 
It is probable that a similarly determined stand will be taken by 
the Department of Agriculture, in the event of a decision favor- 
able to Mr. Harper in one of the lower courts. The proceed- 
ings thus far make it evident that one main point around which 
the controversy will turn is the extent of the scope to be given 
to the word “cure,” as employed by medicine manufactur- 
ers upon their labels. This is the issue which has been investi- 
gated by attorneys for the Proprietary Association of America. 
It involves the extent to which remedial properties may legally 
be ascribed to any given remedy. It is learned that the Drug 
Division of the Bureau of Chemistry has a great number of cases 
in view which will probably be opened up in the event that a 
favorable verdict should be secured in the Harper case. This 
will be done with the idea of securing a relabeling for patent 
medicines now represented as having curative properties. 


Better Pay for Marine Hospital Service Pharmacists. 


Representative: Haskins, of Vermont, has introduced a bill to 
regulate the appointment of pharmacists in the Public Health 
and Marine Hospital Service of the United States, and to fix 
their pay and allowances. The bjll has been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Treasury, and is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That pharmacists of the 


Public Health and Marine Hospital Service of the United States shall 
hereafter be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, and shall be divided into three grades, to be known, 
respectively, as pharmacists, passed assistant pharmacists, and assitant 
pharmacists. : 

Sec. 2. That original appointments in the Public Health and Marine 
Hospital Service shali be made only to the rank of assistant pharmacist, 
and no person shall be appointed to such rank save after passing a satis- 
factory examination before a board composed of two pharmacists and one 
medical officer of the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service. 7 
7 No assistant pharmacist shall be promoted to the rank of passed assist- 
ant pharmacist save after he has served as assistant pharmacist for five 
years and passed a satisfactory examination before a board composed as 
aforesaid. 

There shall not be less than sixteen officers of the rank of pharmacist. 
Vacancies which occur inthe rank of pharmacist shall be filled by promotion 
from among the past assistant pharmacists who shall be eligible for promotion 
in the order of seniority; but no passed assistant pharmacist shall be promoted 
until he has passed a satisfactory examination before a board composed as 
aforesaid: Provided, That the President is authorized to nominate, for 
confirmation by the Senate, without examination, as hereinbefore provided, 
the pharmacists of the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service who 
shall be serving as such at the date of the passage of this Act, as follows: 

The pharmacists now known and designated as pharmacists of the first 
class, to be pharmacists; such of the pharmacists now known and desig 
nated as pharmacists of the second class as have served five years, to be 
passed assistant pharmacists; such of the pharmacists now known and 
designated as pharmacists of the second class as have served less than five 
years and the pharmacists now known and designated as pharmacists of 
the third class, to be assistant pharmacists. 

Sec. 3. That the compensation of the officers hereinbefore mentioned 
shall be fixed at a uniform annual rate for each rank, as follows: Each 
pharmacist shall receive two thousand dollars per annum; each passed 
assistant pharmacist shall receive eighteen hundred dolfars per annum; each 
assistant pharmacist shall receive sixteen hundred dollars per annum, and 
after five years’ service, an additional compensation of ten per centum of 
the annual compensation for each five years of service shall be allowed each 
officer above the rank of assistant pharmacist, but such additional compen- 
sation shall in no case exceed forty per centum; Provided, That the service 
of pharmacists in the Public Health and Marine Hospital Service who are 
such at the date of the passage of this Act, shall be included in the com- 
putation of the length of their service. 

When one of the officers hereinbefore mentioned is on active duty at a 
marine hospital of a quarantine station, he shall be entitled to furnished 
quarters, fuel, lights, and water, and when on duty at a station where 
quarters are not furnished him by the Public Health and Marine Hospital! 
Service, he shall receive commutation therefor at the following rates’ For 
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pharmacists, at the rate of fifty dollars a month; for passed assistant phar- 
macists, at the rate of forty dollars a month; for assistant pharmacists, at 
the rate of thirty dollarsa month; and when on duy at any place outside 
of the territorial limits of the United States, as they existed on the first 
day of January, anno Domini eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, he shall 
receive commutation for quarters at the following rates: For pharmacists, 
at the rate ot ninety dollars a month; for passed assistant pharmacists, at 
the rate of eighty dollars a month; for assistant pharmacists, at the rate 
of seventy dollars a month. 

The compensation of such of the officers hereinbefore mentioned as may 
be placed on waiting orders shall be computed:in the same manner as is 
computed the compensation of the commissioned medical officers of the 
Public Health and Marine Hospital Service while on waiting orders. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to grant to the officers 

cinbefore mentioned, without deduction of pay, leaves of absence for 
same periods of time and in the same manner as he is now authorized 


to grant leaves of absence to medical officers of the Public Health and 
Marine Hospital Service, commissioned by the President. 
Sec. 4. That nothing in this Act shall be construed to deprive any 


armacist now in the Public’ Health and Marine Hospital Service of the 
ppointment which he enjoys under the laws and regulations now in force. 


LEGISLATIVE MATTERS BEFORE THE MASSACHUSETTS 
ASSOCIATION. 


Attitude of the Board of 
Health—Criticism of Methods of Taking Samples—To Provide 
for Registered Assistants—Annual Registration of Stores—Sixth 
Class Licenses May Be Abolished. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

boston, February 3, 1908.—The midwinter meeting of the 
Massachusetts State Pharmaceutical Association in Boston, for 
the consideration of pending legislative measures affecting the 
trade, was held on January 26... There were about 150 mem- 
bers present. 

The meeting opened with a résumé from Henry A. Esta 
brook, of Fitchburg, chairman ot the legislative committee, on 
pending legislation. His report was accepted. 


Instructions to Legislative Committee 

red Carter then wanted the instructions to the legislative 
committee adopted at the annual meeting changed and the com- 
mittee left free to act as circumstances suggested. He reminded 
the members that these instructions were that an effort should 
be made to have the stocks on hand March 1 exempted from the 
operations of the act relative to the sale of certain adulterated 
patent and proprietary drugs; to obtain a provision that the 
board of health should give a hearing to defendant druggists; 
and to obtain a provision that when samples are taken by an 
inspector for analysis he shall leave a sealed portion of the same 
preparation for the owner’s protection. 

Mr. Carter contended that what the druggists really wanted 
was freedom from persecution and arbitrary prosecution, and that 
this could be better obtained by leaving to the board of health 
more discretionary powers than these amendments to the law 
contemplated. He believed that Doctor Harrington was proceed- 
ing in a very conservative and judicious way, and with great con- 
sideration for honest druggists who had made merely technical 
violations of the law. 

Mr. Carter was frequently interrupted. Various members had 
radically different views of the spirit in which the board of health 
prosecutions were being conducted. 


Inspections by the Board of Health. 

Che discussion brought out these facts: During the past year 
the board had examined 1,044 drugs: of these 238 were found to 
vary from the legal standard; and only nineteen prosecutions had 
been made. These nineteen prosecutions were of flagrant cases. 

On the other hand, one member recited the circumstances of 
his conviction in a tincture of iodine case, and claimed that if he 
had been under charge of murder he would have been treated 
with greater consideration and have had a much better chance 
to defend himself. He was far from satisfied that the sample 
upon which he was convicted was taken from his store, and his 
recital of the case and the position the druggists should take in 
this matter was plainly the prevailing view taken. 
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Mr. Carter offered resolutions covering his points, but they 
were rejected with almost entire unanimity. It was then voted 
that the legislative committee be instructed to seek for legislation 
providing for leaving a sealed sample, urging the adoption of 
House Bill No. 534. 

The second section of this bill, providing for a hearing before 
prosecution, was left to the discretion of the legislative committee. 


The Recommendations of the Board of Pharmacy 


were then considered. These were nine in number, but Secretary 
Hubbard informed the meeting that the board had concluded 
not to press for the enactment of six of them. Nevertheless, 
the meeting indorsed one of the recommendations which had been 
withdrawn. 


Assistants’ Certificates. 


This was the recommendation to create cerificates for assist- 
ant clerks, to be granted those applicants who, while they can- 
not get the passing mark for registration as pharmacists, can 
still show competency to conduct a drug business in a temporary 
capacity. 

The board’s conclusion to withdraw the recommendation re- 
garding the registration of clerks, the date to be proof of the 
time when experience begins. The sentiment of the meeting coin- 
cided with the second thought of the board. 

The same was true of the idea of charging $10 for reciprocity 
certificates and requiring of the applicant that he shall have had 
certain experience in the ‘State from which he applies. 

The board and the meeting were together, however, on the 
proposition to urge the repeal of that part of the pharmacy law 
recognizing an unregistered partner as being actively engaged in 
the business, provided it can be done without injury to vested 
interests. Also that the board receive the power to suspend the 
certificate of a druggist of confirmed habits of intoxication and 
the wrong use of drugs. 

The recommendation of special legislation to obtain names of 
registered proprietor, partner or manager was withdrawn, and 
also that during a suspension the board should have the sus- 
pended certificate in its custody. 


To Regulate Stores. 


That brought the meeting to the ninth and last recommenda- 
tion, which was known to be the bone of contention. 

This was: 

We would also recommend that cach drug store shall be required to 
register with the Board of ep oe in Pharmacy and be licensed annu- 
ally to carry on the business of phatmacy, upon payment of a fee of $2 for 


such license to the State Treasurer, individual re-registration not to be 
required. 


William F. Sawyer, in the board’s report, dissented from this 
recommendation. It was explained that the real object of the 
board was to obtain a record of the store The record now in 
possession of the board was a rum record, having been obtained 
in the course of cases arising in connection with the liquor busi- 
ness. What the board wanted was a complete record of the hon- 
est, legitimate pharmacies as well. The $2 fee was suggested as 
the sum of money collected in this way would enable the board 
to make a better showing in its relations with the State, ete. 
At the present time there is a $3,000 deficit annually, which is 
mainly due on account of the labor in connection with the grant- 
ing of liquor certificates of fitness. The application blank in use 
in New York State was exhibited by Mr. Hubbard, with a state- 
ment that in New York this was found to be one of the most sat- 
isfactory features of the administration. 

Mr. Larrabee, of Melrose, thought that the Board had a good 
enough record obtained from the liquor certificates, and he was 
emphatic in opposition to the $2 annual tax. It was brought out 
that during the last year there were 1,679 applications for liquor 
certificates, while there were only 1,681 stores. It was contended 
that these applications gave all the information necessary. 
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Mr. Nixon, of Leominster, favored the board’s proposition 
very strongly, arguing that no legitimate pharmacist could object 
to it and that the money invested would be but a small sum to 
pay for the protection secured. He pointed out that 30 percent. 
of the drug stores of the State were not owned by druggists. 
He would be willing to give $25 or more for the protection prom- 
ised. These resolutions were finally adopted: 


Kesolved, That on January 1st of each year every pharmacist doing 
business in Massachusetts shali register with the Board of Registration in 
’harmacy upon a blank form furnished by the said Board, showing, first, 
place and location of their business; second, name and address of each 
individual financially interested in the business; third, name and address of 
all employees. In case of any changes in the company, partnership, and 
upon the establishment of any new business, a statement, as required above, 
shall be registered. This shall be a sworn statement and failure to comply 
with the requirements shall constitute a misdemeanor. 


This requires no fee, and was stated to be acceptable to the 
hoard. It was not satisfactory to Mr. Sawyer, who, previous to 
its adoption, stated his views quite vehemently. He belicved that 
the proposition as originally made was a subterfuge for re-regis- 
tration. He thought that the board at the present time had power 
to get all the information they wanted. 

Mr. Ernst, in opposing the assessment feature, took occasion 
to describe the burden of taxation heaped upon the pharmacist 
in the course of the 365 days in the year. He objected to the pay- 
ment “of one cent of further tribute.” 

It was developed in the course of the discussion that there was 
a larger sentiment than ever before manifested in the meeting of 
the druggists of Massachusetts for the abolition of the sixth 
class license. It was understood that the new movement in this 
direction contemplated putting the druggists all on the same level 
and removed them entirely from the level of saloon keepers. 
the new bill, it was said, would probably permit druggists to 
sell liquors as medicine on physicians’ prescriptions, as they do 
medicines in general, without any particular fee or form, but 
cases Of violation would be severely punished, and for the third 
offence the pharmacist’s certificate itself would be withdrawn 
trom the offender. 

At the end of this discussion it was seen that a number of 
matters were left without any decisive action, but it was felt that 
the registration committee would be able to represent the mem 
bers faithfully, and all other matters were left to their discretion 





GEORGIA’S DRASTIC PROHIBITION LAW. 





How Ri Affects Druggists—Atlanta Druggists Declare Their Atti- 
tude Toward the Law. 





Under the new prohibition law passed by the Senate of the 
State of Georgia and signed by the Governor last year, the drug- 
gists of the State are allowed to furnish pure alcohol only on 
a written prescription of a regular practising physician of the 
State under the following regulations: The physician is first 
required to make an examination of the person for whom the 
prescription is to be granted, and must then use a blank provided 
under the law, stating exactly the nature of the ailment, and to 
certify that in his opinion the alcohol is absolutely necessary for 
the alleviation or the cure of the illness; every prescription must 
be filled on the day or on the day following which it is issued, 
and ten days after it has been filled by the druggist it must be 
recorded ; the record containing such prescriptions must be open 
to the public, and the druggist has to pay a fee of five cents for 
recording the same. If any question of any prosecution arises, 
the druggist must bear the burden of proving that the sale was 
made according to law. No druggist who is a practising physi- 


cian can fill his own prescriptions, and no physician can send a 
prescription to a drug store in which he is financially interested. 
Thus it happens in any of the smaller towns of the State, where 
the druggist and the only doctor are often one and the same 
man, that alcohol is even denied the sick. No prescription of this 
sort can ever be refilled, and no one can get more than one pint 
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at a time. The delivery of the alcohol must be made directly 
to the person for whom it is issued, or to the physician. If it is 
for a minor it must be given to the parent or guardian, and if it 
is for a married woman it must be given to her husband. 

Wholesale druggists are allowed to sell alcohol in wholesale 
quantities to regularly licensed retail druggists, or to public or 
charity hospitals, or pharmaceutical colleges. ‘The wholesalers 
or jobbers are compelled to keep a public record of all sales of 
alcohol, which shall always be open to inspection by the regular 
authorities. 

Some idea of the drastic character of the new law in its 
general application may be gleaned from the preamble of the act 
which reads as follows: 

An act to prohibit the manufacture, sale, barter, giving away 
to induce trade, or keeping or furnishing at public places, or 
keeping on hand at places of business of any alcoholic, spiritous, 
malt or intoxicating liquors or intoxicating bitters or other drinks, 
which if drunk to access will produce intoxication; to except sales 
of alcohol in certain cases, upon certain conditions ; to provide 
rules of evidence in connection with the enforcement thereof; to 
prescribe penalties, and for other purposes. 

At a meeting of the Atlanta Druggists’ Association, held 
January 14th, the druggists of the city placed themselves square- 
ly on record as regards their attitude to the law by the adoption 
of the following resolutions: 

Whereas, It has been brought to our attention that a large part 
of the public of Atlanta is under the impression that the pro- 
hibition law recently enacted will be violated through the drug 
stores; and 

Whereas, It is indispensable to the proper and successful 
conduct of a drug store that it shall maintain an uncommonly 
high standard of fair dealing and law abiding conduct, and _nec- 
essary to its success to have the confidence of the public. There- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That the members of the Atlanta Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation do hereby pledge themselves as an association and indi- 
vidually to uphold all the laws of the State, and especially the 
prohibition law and the law against the sale of cocaine and other 
narcotics. 

Resolved further, That in the conduct of our business, while 
meeting the requirements of the public for supplying the demand 
for all legitimate drugs and medicines kept by drug stores, we 
shall refuse to sell any preparation which we have reason to be- 
lieve is to be used otherwise than legitimately as a medicine. 

We can but emphasize now on behalf of our Association and 
its members the position taken by the Association in these reso- 
lutions before the question came up for discussion in the news- 
papers. If any part of the public entertain the belief that after 
a short while when matters have settled down they can defeat 
the prohibition law through the drug stores and get intoxicating 
liquors there as a beverage, it may as well discard such idea at 
once, so far as the Atlanta Druggists’ Association and its mem- 
bers are concerned, as we are not going to allow it to be done. 
Our members are "engaged in legitimate business, which is in- 
dispensablé to the public welfare; its members are conducting it 
in a perfectly legitimate way and will continue to do so, and 
we are entitled to and feel confident we will receive the unani- 
mous support of the public as long as our business is conducted 
in this way. 

Next to the physician the public must rely in the most seri- 
ous matters of life upon the licensed pharmacists. _ 

It would seriously menace the public health if a forced con- 
struction of any law is ever used to prevent the sale of indis- 
pensable and well known remedies like paregoric. We do not 
believe the present law was ever intended for any such pur- 
pose or otherwise than to prevent drunkenness and the use of 
intoxicants as beverages. 


Doctors Selling Liquor Prescriptions. 


It has been recently charged that physicians at Laconia, N. H., 
were selling prescriptions for intoxicants at 25 cents each, and 
that the business was being conducted on a wholesale basis. 
The agents of the State Liquor License Commission have been 
investigating the subject. The agents are unable to reach the 
physicians, but they have warned druggists holding licenses that, 
if it is found that they are parties to the scheme, they will be 
haled before the Commission on complaint, the same as though 
they were instigators. 
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M. A.R. D. TO RAISE FUNDS BY AN ENTERTAINMENT 


Will Secure the $1,000 Which It Stili Owes to the N. A. R. D 
From Funds Derived From Sale of Tickefs, Advertising Space 
and Donations—Pays $168.50 of Its Indebtedness to National 
Organization—Officers Elected. 


‘or the purpose of raising the funds needed to liquidate its 
acknowledged indebtedness of $1,000 for back dues to the Na- 
tional Association of Retail Druggists, members of the Metropol- 
itan Association of Retail Druggists approved at their latest and 
annual meeting, held in the New York College of Pharmacy on 
Friday evening, January 31, the plans of their special enter- 
tainment, ball and bazaar in Grand Central Palace on Friday 
evening, February 28. It is expected that this means of securing 
the needed funds will prove very lucrative, as the association 
hopes to derive revenue from the sale of the tickets and adver 
in the program and from the donations of manu- 
New York drug trade and 


tising space 
facturers 
throughout the country. 

At the annual election of officers which followed the discus 
sion of the plans for the entertainment, ball and bazaar, Charles 
Heimerzheim was re-elected president; W. B. Montgomery was 
chosen first vice president; William F. Maass, second vice presi 
dent, and W. H. Porr, third vice president. Jacob Diner was 
re-elected secretary and A. B. Baltzly, treasurer. The trustees 
elected were R. R. Smith, W. C. Anderson, O. C. Kleine, Jr., 
Peter Diamond, Louis Berger, Charles Kunkel and B. J. Lauer. 

As chairman of the Entertainment Committee, Peter Diamond 
told the members that he and his associates were making, and 
had almost completed, arrangements for an excellent vaudeville 
bill which will constitute the entertainment to be given by the 
association. Mr. Diamond added that $200 already had been 
appropriated for this purpose and that more money would be 
forthcoming if needed. He explained further that the com- 
mitee intended to have printed 5,000 tickets, each ticket admitting 
only one person and to be sold for 50 cents. He then explained 
that the donations made by all contributors will be exhibited in 
a room adjoining the ball room and that these donations will 
be arranged on tables and booths early in the morning of Feb 
ruary 28 so that they may be on exhibition during the afternoon. 
Every firm contributing such exhibits, he added, will have a 
separate table or booth and may have one employee or several 
to preside over the sale of their goods. If the contributors do 
not desire to send such representative, however, the Entertain 
ment Committee will endeavor to take care of them. 

After Mr. Dincr had requested that the treasurer be in- 
structed to pay $25 to the Entertainment Committee for prelim- 
inary expenses and this proposition had been approved, Presi 
dent Heimerzheim appointed the 
take charge of the entertainment, ball and bazaar: 

Entertainment Comimittee: Peter Diamond, chairman; E. C 
Webb, A. C. Searles, Felix Hirseman, J. S. Lord, T. D. Mcll 
henic, W. H. Porr, D. Westheimer and C. Hackeberg. Recep- 
tion Committee: William C. chairman; William 
Muir, Joseph Weinstein, Bruno R. Dauscha, E. Pfaff, James 
Feeney, A. K. Emelin, Oscar C. Kleine, Jr.. H. H. Blomeier, H. 
Oats, A. E. Hegeman, C. Bernstein, C. Mittenzweig, . Paradis, 
Dr. H. Salmon, Reuben R. Smith, E. Cahoon, F. K. James, 
C. S. Erb, Dr. George C. Diekman, Clarence O. Bigelow, William 
F. Maass, F. L. Nagel, J. Kalish, J. W. Ferrier, H. S. Boisnot, 
F. C. Collins, H. Huch, M. Perla, D. C. Warden and Harry 
Spriggs. Committee on Donations: A. B. Baltzly, chairman; 
C., H. Lowe, C. Heimerzheim, A. Klingman, G. Wischert, Louis 
Serger, W. B. Montgomery, F. Avignone, W. H. Porr, F. K. 
James and E. Cahoon. Program Committee: J. Diner, chair- 
man; B. Colle, Ch. Schleussner, Ch. Kunkel, G. Hitchcock, H. 
Avignone, I. Levine, E. Henricsen, Joseph Beck and A. C. 
Marsland. The chairman of the various sub-committees, Messrs 


and wholesalers in the 


following sub-committees to 


Anderson, 
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Diamond, Anderson, Baltzly and Diner also were appointed to 
act as an Executive Committee for the entertainment, ball and 
bazaar. 

Mr. Baltzly’s annual report as treasurer of the association 
showed that the balance on hand on January 1, 1907, was $10.43 
and that collections during 1907 from dues and subscriptions 
for N. A. R. D. Notes amounted to $334, making the total on 
hand for last year $344.43. From this amount there was de- 
ducted for various expenses $78.18, leaving a balance on hand 
amounting to $266.25. This report was received with thanks. 
Mr. Diner reported as secretary that nine meetings had been 
held by the association during last year, eight of these gath 
erings being regular and one special. In addition, he stated 
that two Executive Committee meetings had been held. The 
total membership of the organization, he said, had been in 
creased to 313. He then explained that until July of last year, 
the association had an organizer from the N. A. R. D. in 
the local field, but that the M. A. R. D. had then discovered 
that it could not afford to pay half of the salary of such organizer 
any longer and had been compelled to do without his services. 
President Heimerzheim then read his annual report and a vote 
of thanks from the members was tendered to him for his serv- 
ices to the association during the last year. 

President Heimerzheim later announced that the treasurer’s 
bond had expired and moved that this bond be renewed. E. C. 
Bottume, an experienced N. A. R. D. field man, was empowered 
to make collections among the members of the M. A. R. D. 

After 
the association should send to N. A. R. D. headquarters, it 
was decided to forward $168.50 to Secretary Thomas V. Wooten 


considerable discussion as to how large an amount 


to apply on the local organization's debt, which will be reduced 
vy the receipt of this money from $1,108.50 to $1,000. 

While the discussion over the amount to be sent to the 
N. A. R. D. was at its height, Mr. Diner said that, inasmuch 
as the N .A. R. D. was no longer doing any collecting for the 
M. A. R. D., the latter organization was not under any obliga 
tion to pay to Chicago headquarters more than $4 a year for 
its membership in the national association. Mr. Diner sug- 
gested, however, that N. A. R. D. should be asked to state 
definitely whether it will permit the M. A. R. D. to retain all 
the money collected in dues from each member, amounting to 
$8 each, or whether the national organization will compel the 
local association to forward $4 for each member who pays his 
dues. 

Dr. Anderson asked whether, in the event of collecting dues 
from 300 members, the M. A. R. D. could not send to the 
national association the money raised on the entertainment and 
refuse to send to Chicago more than $4 for one representation 


at the annual meeting this year. Dr. Muir thereupon expressed 
the opinion that, if $4 out of each $8 in dues collected for the 
ME Ax Uk. DB: to the N. A. R. D. as 


dues to that organization, every member of .the local organiza- 


was not to be forwarded 


tion should know this fact. The subject finally was tabled to he 
reconsidered at the next meeting. 

Before adjourning, Mr. Baltzly announced that the 
Condensed Milk Company advertisement to the 
Program Committee of the entertainment and $300 
for the insertion thereof. 


Jorden 
had sent its 


payment 


No Glossologic Peace. 
The editor of the AMERICAN Drucoist wishes to know by 
whose authority “the editor of the Bulletin of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association inflicts on the members the peculiar 
examples of bob-tailed spelling which disfigure the pages of 
the Bulletin.” We cannot answer the question, neither do we 
know of a reason why any one should take the matter seriously 
As a “feeler” of the capacity of pharmaceutical taste the effort at 
reformed spelling may have its uses. At the present time, how 
ever, our eyes fail to see the splendid rainbow of glossologic 
peace which the editor of the Bulletin endeavors to reflect in his 
Era. 


pages.—Pharmaceutical 
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Greater New York. 





The next meeting of the Drug Trade Section of the New 
York Board of Trade and Transportation will be held in the 
rooms of that association on February 19. 

Thaddeus N. Benjamin, of M. J. Benjamin.& Sons, of River- 
head, L. I., and William Schoelles, of Sea Cliff, L. I. visited 
numerous friends in the local wholesale and manufacturing drug 
trade last week. 

Joseph D. Tucker, formerly buyer for the New York branch 
of Parke, Davis & Co. in the crude drug department, is now 
in charge of the company’s crude drug warehouse in 292-293-294- 
295 South street. 

L. L. Pope, the ever genial representative of the Lawrence 
Williams Company, Cleveland, Ohio, spent a few days in New 
York last week. He sailed for the Bahamas in quest of rest 
and recreation last Friday. 

Rufus E. Smith, of Rufus E. Smith & Co., of Syracuse, N. Y., 
made a trip to this city last week for the purpose of placing 
on the market the new tasteless quinine wafers which he is 
now manufacturing. 

3auer & Black, manufacturers of plasters, absorbent cotton 
and other druggists’ specialties, have moved their New York 
offices and salesrooms from 67 Fulton street to the Schieren 
Building at 30 Ferry street. 

All the retiring directors of Parke, Davis & Co. were re- 
elected at the annual meeting of that company’s stockholders held 
in Detroit on January 28. ‘These directors organized for the 
ensuing year on January 29 by re-electing all the retiring officers. 

Sydney H. Carragan, assistant manager of the local branch 
of Parke, Davis & Co., and head of that company’s Eastern tray 
eling force, returned to this city on January 31 from a trip to 
the company’s home offices. in Detroit, where he had attended 
the annual meeting of the shareholders. 

N. Wolfert, who recently incorporated his business at 5372 and 
3559 Broadway under the name of the Wolfert Drug Company, 
has sold his store at 5372 Broadway to George H. Hurwithz, 
formerly chief clerk, and his store at 3559 Broadway to Malcolm 
W. Kennedy and John Henry Smith. 

Charles Starr, of Starr Brothers, of New London, with his 
son, Harold Starr, made a purchasing tour of the manufacturing 
and wholesale drug trade in this city last week, and bought a 
large amount of drugs, proprietary preparations and toilet arti- 
cle supplies for their new store in Mystic, Conn. 

C. C. Mitchell, New York State representative of Parke, 
Davis & Co., is recovering from a severe attack of typhoid fever. 
Mr. Mitchell has convalesced so rapidly within the last week that 
it is now believed he will soon be able to return to his head- 
quarters in Albany and resume the work of covering his territory. 

D. E. Roelkey, chief chemist of the Department of Public 
Charities of New York City, with headquarters in the building 
on the grounds of Bellevue Hospital, at the foot of East Twenty- 
sixth street, resigned that post on February 1. Doctor Roelkey 
was the third incumbent of the office since the death of Dr. 
Charles Rice. 

The special feature of the regular monthly meeting of the 
New York branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
which will be held at the College of Pharmacy at 9 o’clock of the 
evening of February 10, will be a critical paper on Ointments and 
Cerates of the Pharmacopceia, by Dr. George C. Diekman. Vari- 
ous committee reports will be presented, and the plans for the 
joint meeting with physicians will be discussed. 

A man doing business under the name of J. R. Howard & Co., 
of 135 West Broadway, attracted some attention in the drug trade 
a few months ago by placing liberal orders with Western manu- 


facturers. We published a warning at the time concerning the 


doubtful character of the establishment, and the wisdom of the 
warning has been confirmed by his recent disappearance leaving a 
number of unsatisfied claims against the firm. 

The Spanish-American department of Parke, Davis & Co. 
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has outgrown its quarters in the building at 92-94 Maiden Lane, 
and has moved into more commodious rooms in the adjoining 
building at 96-98 Maiden Lane. Albert De Castro, the manager 
of this department, and his staff of fifteen employees are now 
installed on the second floor of the new building, which is con- 
nected by several doorways cut through the walls with the main 
Parke, Davis & Co. building. 





William B. Kaufman Celebrates Twenty-fifth Year 
With Parke, Davis & Co. 


To commemorate and celebrate in fitting style his quarter of 
a century association with Parke, Davis & Co., William B. 
Kaufman, who for twenty-five years has been in charge of the 
importing department of that house, will tender to his numerous 
friends in the New York branch a banquet in the Hotel Astor 
on Saturday evening, February 15. It is expected that no less 
than thirty guests, most of them heads of departments in the 
New York and Baltimore branches of Parke, Davis & Co., will 
attend this banquet. 

Mr. Kaufman’s ability as a constructor of the largest crude 
drug business in the United States is well known throughout 
the drug trade of this country. In his efforts to obtain the best 
drugs from all over the world, Mr. Kaufman has made thirteen 
trips through the British Isles and Continental Europe: His 
rapid rise in the service of Parke, Davis & Co., with whom 
he now occupies one of the foremost positions, furnishes evi- 
dence of his pluck, integrity and ambition. 

3orn in Georgia in 1861, Mr. Kaufman began his business 
career as office boy with the firm of Domergue & Co., importers 
of drugs, dried fruits and similar articles. Later he became a 
traveling salesman for the company and, two years after start- 
ing out on the “road” for Domergue & Co. he was engaged by 
Parke, Davis & Co. to develop that corporation’s importing 
depariment in New York. After twenty-five years in this posi- 
tion, he now has charge of the largest department of this kind 
in the country, forty-five employees and the new warehouse at 
292-293-204-295 South street. 





Metropolitan Drug Club to Fight Mann and 
Heyburn Bills. 

Further steps toward opposing with all their strength the 
Mann and Heyburn bills now before the United States House 
of Representatives and Senate were taken by the members ot 
the Metropolitan Drug Club at their latest meeting, held in the 
rooms of the Drug and Chemical Club of New York on Tues- 
day evening, February 4. Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co., 
who also is a member of the N. W. D. A. Committee on Legis- 
lation, explained the obnoxious features of these bills, which 
provide for the fixing of wholly new standards of quality and 
strength for drugs as well as foods and for entirely different 
labels from those now in use, and, after some discussion, the 
members voted to appoint a committee to fight the passage of 
both measures. 

This committee, which will attend the next hearings on the 
Mann bill before the House Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce and on the Heyburn bills before the correspond- 
ing committee in the Senate, probably will include Mr. Main, 
Dr. William Jay Schieffeiin, Albert Plaut and Thomas P. Cook. 

Dr. Schieffelin reported in relation to the efforts which he 
has made in behalf of the Metropolitan Drug Club to secure 
modifications of the regulations recently promulgated by almost 
all the leading railroads in the East on the packing and trans- 
portation of inflammable and explosive substances, that he had 
already been able to obtain many concessions from these inter- 
ests and hoped to be able to induce them to modify their rul- 
ings on the transportation of alcohol and perfumes which, ac- 
cording to the railroads’ rulings, are now classified as high ex- 
plosives and must, therefore, be specially prepared for shipment 
by the consignors. 
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Amended Pure Drugs Bill Introduced Into the 
Assembly. 


Charles L. McBride, of Kingston, N. Y., president of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association and chairman of 
that organization’s legislative committee, together with several 
other prominent members of that association who also are mem- 
bers of the New York State Board of Pharmacy, effected on 
last Wednesday the introduction into the Assembly at Albany 
of the modified pure drugs bill, drafted as an amendment to the 
New York State pharmacy laws. As the manufacturing, whole- 
sale and retail drug interests in this city and in other sections of 
the State have approved the bill in its amended form, it pre- 
sumably will be passed by both the Assembly and Senate within 
the near future. 


Mr. Kline Fights Mann Bill Unaided. 


Because of the inability of several prominent New York 
members of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association to 
attend the hearing on the Mann bill, which was to have been 
held before the House of Representatives Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce in Washington on January 24, 
Mahlon N. Kline, president of the Smith, Kline & French Com 
pany, of Philadelphia, and chairman of the N. W. D. A. Com- 
mittee on Legislation, was compelled to abandon his plans for 
opposing this measure with the substantial backing of the New 
York contingent. Mr. Kline, however, made a special trip to 
Washington on that date and held a conference with Representa- 
tive Mann in his home in that city. After Mr. Kline had ad- 
vanced all the principal objections of the manufacturing, whole- 
sale and retail drug trade to the bill, Mr. Mann promised to 
give the subject a thorough consideration. No date has yet 
been fixed for the next hearing on this bill, but it is hoped that 
greater interest will be taken by wholesalers throughout the 
country in fighting this measure when the next hearing is 
announced. 


Cooperative Fire Insurance for Druggists. 


The annual stockholders’ meeting of the American Druggists’ 
Fire Insurance Company was held at Cincinnati on January 14, 
and the following officers were elected: President, Charles H. 
Avery; vice president, L. G. Heinrichs; secretary and general 
counsel, Frank H. Freericks; treasurer, George B. Kauffman. 
Board of directors: Charles H. Avery, J. H. Beal, L. G. Hein- 
richs, William C. Anderson, George B. Kauffman, Ambrose 
Mueller, Lewis C. Hopp, Walter Rothwell, A. O. Zwick, E. B. 
Heimstreet, G. O. Young, Samuel C. Davis, J. H. Kester, Frank 
H. Freericks and Simon N. Jones. Mr. Jones declined election 
on account of his position in the N. A. R. D., and M. S. Kahn 
was selected by the directors to fill the vacancy on the board. 

The annual report showed that on the thirty-first day of De- 
cember the company had in force $1,649,083 at a premium of 
$21,625.96. Total receipts for the first year were $25,525.91; total 
disbursements $12,526.47. The report estimates that the com- 
pany has saved $7.500 in premiums from the druggists during the 
year. 


Eli Lilly & Co.’s Library. 


Eli Lilly & Co. have established a library and reading 
room in connection with the scientific department and installed 
as librarian Miss Fanny O. Roberts, a graduate of the Purdue 
School of Pharmacy ’06. In addition to her pharmaceutical 
training Miss Roberts has a good general scientific education 
which equips her to assume charge of a technical library. Until 
recently the reference works and periodical literature owned by 
the house was scattered through the various departments, but 
for some time the growth of the scientific staff has emphasized 
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the need of a central library organized along modern lines. The . 
library is well supplied with the best works on chemistry, botany, 

physics, pharmacy, physiology, medicine and other subjects hav- 

ing a bearing on manufacturing pharmacy; in addition it receives 

the best periodical literature on these subjects published in 

English, German and French. Miss Roberts will give her entire 

time to its interests. 


Drugs Reduced in Price. 


The following drugs are lower from the hands of jobbers. 
The changes were received too late for insertion in our Prices 
Current: Citric acid, 5c per lb.; cocaine salts, Ioc per oz.; codeine 
salts, 25¢ per 0z.: collodion., toc per lb.; cream of tartar, Ic; 


formin, 35¢ per Ih. 6¢ per oz.; opium, 35¢; morphine salts, roc; 


codliver oil, $2; lemon oil, 35¢c. 





Obituary. 





*REDERICK BARR PERRY. 

Frederick Barr Perry, one of the most prominent and popu- 
lar members of the manufacturing and wholesale drug trade of 
New York until three years ago, when a severe illness com- 
pelled him to retire from active business life, died last Mon- 
day at the age of fifty-cight years. 

Mr. Perry was born in Vermont in 1850. He began his busi- 
ness career as an office boy for Billings & Clapp, manufacturing 
chemists and druggists, of Boston. Later, he was appointed a 
salesman for that house and traveled in its behalf for more 
than ten years. He subsequently was engaged as a traveling 
salesman by the firm of Powers & Weightman, and was in the 
employ of that company continuously for twenty-eight years. 

Mr. Perry was a prominent member of the Drug and Chem 
ical Club of New York, one of the three individual members 
of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Association and a well- 
liked member of the Commercial Travelers’ Association. 


Mrs, A. R. L. Dohme, wife of Doctor Dohme, vice president 
of Sharp & Dohme, died at their home in Roland Park, Balti 
more, on January 25. Mrs. Dohme had many friends among 


the members of the American Pharmaceutical Association, hav 
ing attended the meeting at Kansas City. She was possessed of 
a charming personality, and her death will be a source of wide- 
spread grief. 


. 


DIED. 

Hess_er.—In Rockford, Mich., on Tuesday, January 21, Wes- 
ley F. Hessler. 

Hicxox.—In Ashtabula, Ohio, on Monday, January 20, How- 
ard M. Hickok. . 

HumMer.—In South Superior, Minn., on Saturday, Janu- 
ary 18, A. S. Hummer. 

Hypr.—In West Middlesex, Pa., 
William W. Hyde. 

Kertey.—In Franklin, Ky., on Monday, January 27, Thur- 
mond Kerley, aged twenty years. 

McFartanp.—In Detroit, Mich., on Wednesday, January 22, 
William H. McFarland. 

MarsHALL.—In Cedartown, Ga., on Wednesday, January 22, 
O. E. Marshall. 

Moetter—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Wednsday, January 29, 
Albert Moeller, aged fifty years. 

MonanHon.—In Hartford, Conn., on Monday, January 20, 
Patrick J. Monahon, aged twenty-four years. 

PRENTICE.—In Milwaukee, Wis., on Tuesday, January 28, Dell 
L. Prentice, aged fifty-five years. 

Van Meter.—In Cedar Rapids, Ia., on Wednesday, Janu- 
ary 22, J. G. Van Meter. 


on Thursday, January 23, 
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BUSINESS BETTER IN WESTERN NEW YORK. 
(from our Regular Correspondent.) 
nuffalo, N. Y., February 6—There is a better fecling in drug 
circles in the city over the early winter business. The holidays 
did something for the druggist and they are not feeling the 
money disturbances much. Besides this there is a sort of epi 
demic of grip everywhere and some pneumonia, and though Buf- 
falo has not suffered as a good many towns have there is enough 
of such disorders to make a difference in the trade. As February 
mes in some of the retailers are feeling decidedly encouraged 
| say that their trade has been better of laie than for several 
ionths previous 


Careless About Renewing Licenses. 

somehow the good start in responding to the drug store license 
law has not been kept up. When the season for renewing these 
1censes opened so many reports came in that Secretary Reimann, 
cf the Western branch board, was quite warranted in saying that 
they bid fair to be about all in on time, but now the end ot Jan- 
lary is passed and there are about a hundred stores in the district 
not heard from. This appears to be a mere matter of careless- 
ness, for is believed that the change from personal to store 
1egistration is approved of by the druggists generally. The dis- 
rict seems to be very quiet so far as breaking the general phar- 
It has been found so easy to discover 
when a merchant sold drugs without a license or was letting the 
strength of his preparations run down that the only thing is to 
ohe the law 


macy law is concerned. 


Drug Store Changes. 

(here are quite a good many changes revealed by the reports 
ot druggists in the district who have not forgottten to pay their 

ense fees. Following are the late ones: 

W. FE. Strong, who has been assisting in the old J. A. Lockie 
store on Main street, Buffalo, now owned by T. F. Williams, has 
hought the store of Cole & Merriam in the Suspension Bridge 
district of Niagara Falls. 

C. i, Gauger has bought the Braman interest in the Buffalo 
West Side store of Breckon & Braman. He has of late been with 
the Buffalo Pharmacal Company. 

Middleton has bought the Bigelow & Salisbury 
He has another store adjoin- 


George A, 
store at Wilson, Niagara County. 
ing, and will merge the two into one. 

l'rank I. Fay, who was formerly of Stratton & Fay, of East 
Randolph, has bought the store of the late T. L. Ten Eyck at 


Salamanca. 


Wilham FE. Gallagher, a pharmacy college student, has taken _ 


Nointer n the store of Hoyt J. Barber at East Randolph, 
which will now be conducted under the firm name of Barber & 
Gallagher 

! M. Cunningham, who was formerly the “Co.” in the Buf 
falo drug firm of Darlington & Co., has bought the store on Clin- 
ton street, since the death of Mr. Darlington. 

The widow of the late William Coulson, a widely known 
Ruffalo druggist, has engaged as manager of the store William R 
Jessup, who formerly conducted a store of his own at Jefferson 
and Sycamore streets. 

Alexander C. Tuck is now the manager of the store of Mrs. 
Charles H. Scoville in Tonawanda, Mr. Scoville having died some 
time ago. 

The extensive store of Smither & Thurstone, at Elmwood ave- 
nue and Bryant street, Buffalo, is now conducted by the incor- 
porated Smither & Thurstone Drug Company. George I. Big 


1 


ham, a clerk in the store, has been made a part owner of the 


business 
Contributions for our column of Puszli 
licited. To the reader submitting any order deemed worthy of 


ng Orders are so- 


reproduction, and which is used, we shall award a paid up sub- 
scription for the AMERICAN DRUGGIST for one year. 
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TRAVELING MEN’S AUXILIARY OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Nineteen New Members Elected—Addresses by Prominent Phar- 
macists. 


Boston, February 3.—The Traveling Men's Auxiliary of the 
Massachusetts State Pharmaceutical Association held its first 
semiannual meeting and dinner at the Plaza Hotel, on Janu- 
ary 11, and it was a _ bumper 
occasion. This event attracted 
traveling men from all over New 








england. 

A business meeting preceded 
the dinner, at which the following 
nineteen members were elected: 
Thomas F. Burke, George T. Car 
ter, J. W. Colcord, Charles F. El 
lis, P. J. Flynn, Chester S. Ford, 
O. W. French, Daniel W. l'razier, 
George C. Frolich, Harry H, Kim- 
ball, W. E. Morse, John H, Pur- 
cell, J. E. Robertson, O. E. 
Schada, Thomas H. Shea, A. 
Sumner, Everett C. Tarr, W. G 
Treet and Harry T. Viall. The 
membership was thereby increased 
to 154. Every traveler calling 
upon the drug trade may become a 
member of the asociation. 




















Leading Pharmacists Address 
Members. 





FRED S. LOVIS, 
President Travcling Men’s Aux ‘ 
iliary, Massachusetts Stat \fter the transaction of rou 


os ceeeearerioeeaeaes tine business the members and 
their friends were presented to President Lovis and then to the 
following guests of the organization: Hon. John N. Cole, Speaker 
of House of Representatives; F. A. Hubbard, C. F. Ripley, I. P 
Gammon, Ph. G., members of the Massachusetts State Board of 
Pharmacy; W. J. McCaw, A. W. Fenner and H. A. Pearce, 
members of the Rhode Island Board of Pharmacy, also C. Her 
bert Packard, Ph. G., president of Massachusetts State Phar- 
macists’ \ssociation 
Sing and Dine Together. 
Following the reception the assemblage moved to the banquet 
hall, where each guest was presented with a souvenir menu, also 
neat card with the choruses of about twenty popular songs 
printed thereon. At intervals during the dinner a soloist rendered 
the verses of these songs to the accompaniment of orchestral 
music, and every one joined in the chorus. If volume of sound is 
any evidence of enjoyment those present had a good time. 
President Lovis was the first after dinner speaker, and he 
very cleverly turned the reins over to toastmaster George H. 
The latter was in his happiest vein, and he introduced 
as speakers Hon. John N. Cole, Walter A. Webster, C. H. Pack 
id, Ph. G., I’. A. Hubbard, C. F. Ripley, I. P. Gammon, Ph. G., 
and W. J. McCaw 


Johnson 


Seated at the guest tables were these mem 





bers of the association: 

A. Abrahams, E. | Abrahams, F. S. Amidon, J. A. Baader, F. I. 
Baker, W. M. Baker, J. L. Bauer, EF. C. Beardsley, A. F. Bernhard, G. FE. 
Berry, J. R. Berry, M. LD. Booth, C. W. Brooks, J. W. Burnham, W. Bb. 
Burroughs, J. J. Calhoun, F. S. Charles, B. F. Chase, W. H. Chase, H E. 


H. 
Cooley, C. W. Craibe, H. A. Cuff, O. B. Currier, jr., F. R. Curtis, F. G. 
Dayton, H. W. DeCoster, ?. S. DeCoster, J. Gulkteeer, F. G. Dort, 
J. H. Dow, J. H. Dow! r.. E. W. Emery, J.C. Fausnaught, G. R. 
Fenner, C. H. Field, J. J. Finnegan, Ff. W. Fish, H. F. Fisk, J. Foerster, 
F. Hl. Folsom, C. A. Foss, H. D. Foss, G. Gage, J. E. Geary, H. A. Gillette, 
E. F. Glavin, D. A. Glidden, J. A. S. Gohl, W. C. Grant, W. J. Halman, 
G. W. Harding, C. E. M. Harrington, G. A. Haszard, H. W. Hazard, J. J. 
Hawkins, W. H. Henderson, S. W. Hess, P. FE. Homer, C. E. Hope, J. J. 
Horan, P. S. Houston, F. B. Howe, G. B. Trish, George H. Johnson, G. H. 
Kaiser, T. E. Kenney, J. Kenny, H. Kessler, F. C. King, C. B. Kinsley, J. 
S. Lane, W. L. Legg, D. E. Lochman, C. S. Long, H. N. Long, G. E. Lord, 
F. S. Lovis, J. W. Lowe, O. J. Macdougall, J. R. McClelland, H. FE. 
McIntire, G. If. McLeod, W. Mencke, P. N. Miller, Jr., J. Moore, 
A. F. Morrow, J. E. Mullen, T. F. Mullen, D. F. Murphy, M. E. Murray, 
W. E. Nichols, H. B. Oliver, E. A. Paine, H. W. Parker, F. A. Partridge, 
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C. H. Perry, P. L. Perry, H. T. Peterson, C. G. Pickett, C. P. Pray, J. H. 
Pureell, W. F. Purinton, J. F. Putnam, E. F. Rea, J. E. Riley, F. L. Rob- 
bins, A. C, Robertson, J. N. Rowse, I. G. Shaw, C. F. Slade, R. L. Smith, 
R. M. Soper, S. C. Southard, P. A. Spear, A. R. Stalb, H. R. Steele, E. 
I. Stevens, L. O. Stocker, A. W. Taylor, V. S. Taylor, H. D. Thayer, M. 
\. Tobin, T. F. Thompson, H. Thornton, J. W. Travis, E. A. Tuttle, E. E. 
Ulrici, C. H, Van Buren, E. L. Weis, A. Whitaker, F. H. Wildes, G. A. 
Wilson, E. K. Wood, J. Woods, F. W. Wormwood, F. P. Wright. 

The officers of the association are F. S. Lovis, president; 
lr. IF. Mullen and A. Sumner, vice presidents; W. H. Henderson, 
treasurer; W. L. Legg, secretary. Executive committee: C. H. 
Perry, G. H. Johnson, O. B. Currier, jr., D. E. Lochman, C. H. 


lield. 


BOSTON ASSOCIATIONS ACTIVE. 





Annual Election of the Boston Druggists’ Association— Pharmacy 
Board Before Legislature. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, February 5.—The annual meeting of the Boston Drug 
gists’ Association was held at Young’s Hotel on January 28. Re 
ports from the secretary and treasurer were read and accepted. 
Both showed the affairs of the organization to be in a satisfac- 
tory condition. The resignation of William C. Maginnis was 
received and accepted. Officers were elected as follows: 

President, James F. Finneran; treasurer, George H. Ingra- 
lami; secretary, Harry C. Wiggin; executive committee, William 
|. Sawyer (chairman), Fred A. Hubbard, Elliot W. Keyes, R. A. 
Newton, George W. Cobb, W. W. Bartlett and George L. Ros- 
kell; membership committee, John G. Godding (chairman), Ed- 
win W. Shedd, Fred L. Carter, Elie H. LaPierre, C, Herbert 
Packard. 

‘The business meeting was followed by the annual dinner, and 
as this was the first dinner under the new arrangement by which 
the cost of the diner is taken from the annual dues, there was 
a large attendance, numbering over sixty. William F. Sawyer 
presided, and after appetites were satisfied, he introduced the 
speakers in the following order: Hon. George A. Hibbard, Mayor 
of Boston; Hon. John N. Cole, Speaker of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives; Dr. James Oliver, Member of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives; C. Herbert Packard, 
Ph. G., president M. S. P. A.; Irving P. Gammon, Ph. G., presi- 
dent M. C. P.; Henry A. Estabrook, chairman committee on legis 
lation, Massachusetts Vharmaceutical Association; President 
elect James A. Finneran and Secretary Harry C. Wiggin. 


Hearing on the Bill Abolishing State Boards. 


On January 23 a hearing was held on the bill to abolish the 
hoards of registration in pharmacy, medicine, dentistry, embalm 
ing and veterinary medicine. There was only one speaker in 
favor of the bill and that was the Senator who introduced the 
measure. He contended that his bill would make registration 
more uniform and businesslike and that money could be saved 
by the State by consolidation under one registrar. He gave the 
yearly cost to the State under the present arrangement as $3,000. 
Represenatives from each of the above boards were present with 
arguments to show why their continuance was indispensable to 
the best interests of the public health. 


Board of Pharmacy Before the Legislature. 

Last week the Board of Pharmacy appeared before the legis- 
lative committee on public health to withdraw several sugges- 
tions made in the report of the board. Registration without a 
fee was advocated. The retiring member, William I. Sawyer, 
believed the board should be self supporting, but stated that the 
greatest portion of the work was in regard to “keeping after 
the black sheep druggists, who were endeavoring to conduct a 
liquor business under the guise of a drug store.” For this reason 
he believed the certificate granted by the board preliminary to a 
man’s obtaining a sixth class license should cost more. 
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ARRESTED FOR THE ILLEGAL PRACTICE OF PHARMACY. 





The Pennsylvania Board Institute Proceedings Against Offenders— 
P. A. R. D. Membership Increases—W. L. Cliffe, President oi 
the Drug Club—Drug Exchange Elects Officers. 





(/‘rom our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, February 5.—The Pennsylvania State Pharma- 
ceutical Examining Board has begun its investigation of irregu- 
larities among druggists in earnest. Last week several retail 
druggists of this city were sued for conducting their business 
contrary to law. In most cases the drug stores were being run 
without the manager being registered. It is understood that 
several other suits are pending and several druggists have been 
turned over to the District Attorney who will, within a short 
time, have them up before the proper tribunal. The board has 
a special corps of investigators at work, and the duties of this 
body are not confined to any one place. It is understood that 
many irregularities throughout the State have been found, and 
while they are not very glaring ones they are nevertheless in 
fringements on the law and the guilty ones will be punished 


The Next Examination for Registered Pharmacists and Qualified 
Assistants 
will be held at Harrisburg on February 15. This examination 
is usually held in this city but it was thought it would be more 
convenient for all concerned if it was held nearer the central 
section of the State. In May there is to be an examination 
held in this city as well as Pittsburgh. 
two cities at that time is because there are many who have 
just graduated and would like to take the examination at once. 
Mr. Cliffe’s Candidacy Endorsed. 

At the meeting of the Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion held last Friday the association unanimously endorsed the 
reappointment of W. L. Cliffe as a member of the Pennsylvania 
State Pharmaceutical Examining Board. Mr. Cliffe’s term will! 
soon expire and as he has been one of the most efficient mem- 
bers there is the belief that he will be reappointed. Mr. Cliffe is 
willing to serve another term but that is all. There is not enough 
compensation in the position as it pays only $5 a day and ex 
penses while engaged in actual duty. There are many hours 
each day that a member of the board has to serve without 
receiving anything in return. It is understood that at the next 


The selection of these 


meeting of the Legislature an effort is to be made to put the 
members of the board on a regular salary, one big enoug! to 
permit them to devote all their time to the work. 


The P. A. R. D. Continues to Grow. 

lhe regular monthly meeting of the P. A. R. D. was held 
on Friday last at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
were many matters of interest ‘o the retail druggists brought 
up and discussed. The attendance was very large, and great in- 
terest was taken in everything that was done. Owing to the 
increased membership the question of changing boundary lines 
of the first and third divisions was taken up and discussed. In 
these two divisions there are different nationalities, and it is 
thought advisable to keep them separate. Eight members were 
admitted and it is understood that there is quite a large waiting 
list. It seems as if the druggists are more anxious than ever 
to become members of the association. The executive committee 
recently held a meeting at the rooms of the Drug Club. The 
committee consists of Ambrose Hunsberger, S. B. Davis, W. H. 
Ricker, Henry C. Blair, J. E. Marsden, W. H. Umstead, S. E. 
Getts, W. E. Supplee. Charles Leedom, W. L. Cliffe, W. H. F. 
Vandergrift, William Hilpert. W. T. Burke, N. E. Stelzer and 
C. F. Schmizkle. It was stated that only routine business was 
transacted. The ethical preparations committee is going aliead 
with its campaign in securing the cooperation of the physicians 
in prescribing only such medicines as are embraced in the 


There 
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U. S. P. and N. F.. This committee is cooperating with the 
medical profession with splendid results. 


Joint Local Meetings. 

On Friday last there was a joint meeting between druggists 
and doctors at Sixth and Lehigh avenue, in relation to the 
work of the ethical preparations committee. It is understood 
that a joint committee has been formed and will work in har- 
heing done by the ethical committee. 
a report was submitted by 
this committee showing the work that has been done. It was 
also shown the limits of the abuse and the means of eradicating 
whatever could be scientifically objected to as far as it is pos- 


sible for an association to do 


The Drug Club Elects Officers. 
f the Drug Club of this 


mony with the work now 


At the meeting of the P. A. R. D 


At the meeting of the members < 
city W. L. Cliffe was elected president, although he had refused 
to run, and had to be importuned’ to accept the office. At the 

eeting a report on the growth of the club was presented. 
This club was organized less than six months ago and there are 
now 217 members with a number of applicants for membership. 
President, William L. Cliffe; 
vice president, Thomas H. Potts; secretary, F. W. Smith; treas- 
urer, David J. Reese; board of governors, D. E. Bransome, Miers 
Busch, E. V. Pechin, Charles Rehfuss, W. A. Johnson, S. L. 
Willard, A. T. Pollard, J. P. Remington, John Jolley, jr., George 
D. Feidt, Edward T. Hahn, \dam Pfrom, W. P. Miller, C. W. 
Haviland and W. V. Smith. 


The New President of the Club. 

The. newly elected president is one of the most up to date 
druggists in this city. He has State recognition and is the treas- 
urer of the State Board of Pharmaceutical Examiners.: He is 
also connected with all affairs pertaining to the drug trade, and 
it is believed his selection as president of the club will aid in 


The election resulted as follows: 





W. L. CLIFFE, 
President of the Philadelphia Drug Club. 


building up this organization. It is the intention of Mr. Cliffe 
to get all those in the drug trade interested in the club. The 
club now is on a paying basis and an effort is being made to 
wipe out the floating debt. To do this it is the intention to issue 
about $5,000 non-negotiable and non-interest bearing notes. If 
every member takes $25 of these notes the amount raised will 
be more than sufficient to put the club out of debt. The club 
is now doing a good business. The outstanding obligations were 
incurred in refitting the rooms and furnishing the club. At that 
time there were enough names on the application blanks for 
membership to defray all expenses hut owing to the backing out 
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of a number who had signed the petition the amount of money 
taken in was not enough to wipe out the expenses incurred. Over 
twenty applicants for membership are posted on the board, and 
it is understood that they will be soon admitted to membership. 


Officers for the Philadelphia Drug Exchange. 

On January 29 the annual meeting of the Philadelphia Drug 
Exchange was held, and after hearing the reports of the various 
officers the election was held which resulted as follows: Presi- 
dent, Adolph W. Miller, M. D.; vice president, Daniel S. Steel- 
man; secretary, William Gulager; treasurer, Edward H. Hance; 
directors, Edward J. Lavino, Charles E. Hires, Mahlon N. Kline, 
Clayton F. Shoemaker, John Fergusson, Walter V. Smith, A. 
Robinson Mcllvaine, Adam Pfromm. The board of directors, in 
submitting its forty-seventh annual report, said: 

“While the events of the iast three months have not only been 
vivid, but exceedingly trying in many respects, there is no doubt 
that much good will come to the country at large as a result. 
Over-production and over-speculation have temporarily ceased. 
‘Wild-cat’ banking methods have received a blow from which 
they will not soon recover. A law providing for absolute pro- 
hibition went into effect in Georgia on January Ist and a similar 
law will go into effect in Alabama a year later. One of the re- 
sults of complete prohibition in any one State has been_ that 
those who wished to purchase liquor have been able to bring it 
in from other States under the protection of the ‘original package’ 
decisions. The result of this has been that there have. already 
been introduced in the House of Representatives in Washington 
about sixteen bills, all having as their object ‘the prohibition of 
the transportation of distilled liquors of any kind into or through 
a prohibition State.’ In drawing up these ‘bills no arrangements 
have been made to permit the use of alcohol or wines in any 
way, shape or form by druggists or by physicians for medicinal 
purposes. While the drug trade has no desire to assume the 
position of liquor sellers and no disposition to traffic in these 
goods beyond the necessity of medicinal use it may still be readily 
understood that laws of this character would be absolutely un- 
enforcable in their practical operation, and this feature of these 
bills will, therefore, be carefully looked after by your Committee 
on Legislation. The pure food and drug law, which went into 
effect on January 1, 1907, seems to have accomplished much 
good.” 

PHILADELPHIA DRUG TRADE NOTES. 

W. A. White has opened a new drug store at Fifty-sixth and 
Lansdowne avenue. 

One of the most beautiful drug stores in West Philadelphia 
has been opened by Mr. Lesher at Forty-fifth and Locust streets. 

H. C. Helms has bought the drug store at 5520 Woodland 
avenue from J. A. Bettes. He intends to make’ a number of 
alterations. 

George W. Burk, of the firm of William B. Burk & Co., 
sponge dealers and importers, Sixth and Arch streets, has been 
confined to his home for several days with a couple of carbuncles. 

N. Cozens, the genial secretary of the Philadelphia Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists, has been confined to his home with a 
severe attack of the grip. He is now able to attend to his busi- 
ness again. 

Edward Weaver, of the firm of Harris & Berntz Company, 
started on a trip through Pennsylvania last week. Mr. Weaver 
has just got back from a tour of the principal towns of South- 
ern New Jersey. and he reports an improvement in business. 

There was recently opened on Arctic avenue, Atlantic City, 
a drug store by two colored men. They are both doctors 
and have colored graduates tending to their business. The sec- 
tion in which the store is located is occupied by colored people. 
Doctor Morrison is the head of the business. 

L. N. Cassatt, who has been traveling throughout Europe, is 
expected back about the middle of this month. Mr. Cassatt 
represents a number of the leading drug manufacturing com- 
panies of Europe, and his trip abroad was principally to confer 
with the various members of the different firms that he repre- 
sents. It is understood that Mr. Cassatt is opening up new ac- 
counts with some of the large foreign houses. He is well known 
in the drug trade in this city and he does business in every 
State in this country. While abroad he visited London, Paris, 
T.yons, many cities of France, Zurich and other towns. 
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DRUGGISTS AND DOCTORS DINE IN CHICAGO. 





The President of the Medical Society as Toastmaster—President 
Yeomans on Pharmaceutical Evolution—Need for Higher 
Educational Requirements. 





(from our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, February 5.—The “get-together” dinner arranged 
by the Chicago Medical Society and the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association was a splendid success. It achieved its pur- 
pose of bringing the doctors and druggists into closer touch 
and can, therefore, be fairly said to have introduced a new 
era with regard to the relations between prescribers and com- 
pounders. Dr. H. B. Favill, president of the Chicago Medical 
Society, was the toastmaster and a good one he proved to be. 
Dr. Favill was introduced by S. C. Yeomans, president of the 
C. R. D. A. The toastmaster took occasion to remark that he 
was most heartily in favor of the movement to establish better 
relations between the professions. He thought the time ripe for 
accomplishing what the originators of the idea had in mind. 


President Yeomans on the Evolution of Pharmacy. 

President Yeomans called attention to the evolution that has 
been going on in pharmacy during the last ten years or so, 
Formerly it was the druggist’s ambition, he said, to become a 
patent medicine manufacturer, but he now seeks to be a suc- 
cessful pharmacist. Mr. Yeomans pointed out some of the evils 
that must be overcome in order to accomplish the purposes of 
the movement to establish better relations. He called attention 
to the prescribing of preparations by physicians and is quoted 
as saying: “The nostrum is at the bottom of self-rnedication. 
The shrewdness, and the disregard of consequences displayed 
by the people make caution necessary. The public is quick to 
decipher prescriptions containing these euphonious names. If 
the physician could appreciate the number of counter calls for 
these up-to-date fakes he would give them a wide berth in 
prescription writing. It is easy to roll these high-sounding Latin 
and Greek derivatives under the tongue, and the whole list of 
these names should be officially changed, or officially tabooed.” 

Dr. George H. Simmons, editor of the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, said in part: ‘‘The blame for the 
condition of affairs existing today is widely scattered, and to oust 
the evil no manufacturer, retailer, or physician should feel him- 
self free irom responsibility. Let the doctor quit prescribing 
something he knows nothing about and the pharmacist quit 
prescribing something he knows something about, but he does 
not knew what it is good for. To the druggists comes the 
necessity of knowing his Pharmacopceia and his National Form- 
ulary in every detail. At his door in the past much of the 
criticism for the patent medicine craze must be laid. Fre- 


. quently I have seen one store window after another loaded down 


with disgusting displays of nostrums. The man who by such 
methods plays upon the fears of the credulous commits a crime 
more despicable than that of the hold-up man. We cannot 
ask you to quit selling such things, but we can ask you to keep 
them out of your windows and off your showcases. Don’t push 
them. Keep them in the back room, out of sight.” Dr. Simmons 
urged the druggists not to put up their “own make” standard 
preparations, or to buy them of pharmaceutical manufacturers 
who make use of proprietary designations. 


A Joint Committee of Pharmacists and Physicians on Propaganda. 

Henry P. Sandkoetter, chairman of the National, State and 
local U. S. P. and N. F. committees, after reviewing the gen- 
eral situation, made the recommendation that a joint committee 
be appointed consistii.g of five members from each of the two 
organizations represented at the dinner. The purpose of this 
committee is to carry forward the movement to replace nostrums 
with the official preparations of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia and 
the National Formulary. This recommendation found favor 
and it is believed that both organizations will act favorably on 
the suggestion which will officially unite them in the reform 
work. Mr. Sandkoetter announced that the N. A. R. D. would 
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soon distribute a 32-page booklet which will contain information 
regarding the more important of the standard preparations. The 
book will contain both a therapeutic and an alphabetical index, 
as well as other good features. This announcement was greeted 
with enthusiasm. Dr. J. M. Dodson, of Rush Medical College, 
praised the booklet and said it represented the most important 
step yet taken to further the purpose in mind. 


Higher Educational Requirements. 

Prof. C. S. N. Hallberg said he had been with the new reform 
movement from the start. He declared that a change should be 
made in the educational and prerequisite standards as there are 
altogether too few competent registered assistants. This leads 
to a multiplication of stores and the debasement of pharmacy 
as a profession. Dr. F. S. Johnson, of the Cook County Hospital 
staff presented arguments in favor of better medical and phar- 
maceutical education. 

Charles H. Avery reviewed legislative work in the State and 
indicated the good that could come from pharmacists and doctors 
acting together, as was exemplified in the passing of the anti- 
cocaine law. The defeat of the itinerant vending bill, he said, 
was another example of the same benefit. There were several 
other speakers and the dinner lasted until after midnight, with 
everybody feeling well pleased over the result when it was 
finished. 

CHICAGO NOTES. 

J. P. Crowley, of the C. R. D. A. executive board, has gone 
to Texas for his health. 

Edward W. Gillespie, who was known both as a pharmacist 
and a legislator, died recently at the home of his parents in 
Reserve, Kun. Mr. Gillespie was forty-one years old and was 
unmarried, 

The new cocaine law provides for first conviction a fine of 
$1,000, or one year’s imprisonment, or both. On second convic- 
tion the offender may lose his license to practice pharmacy, medi- 
cine or veterinary medicine. 

The Chicago Chapter, W. O., had a successful meeting re- 
cently in the rooms of the Chicago Law School, in the Schiller 
building. The attendance was large and the members were well 
pleased with their meeting place where they are to assemble 
during the coming year. 

Announcement was made at the annual meeting of the 
C. R. D. A. that the new telephone ordinance has been so con- 
strued that members of the C. R. D. A. are to be made spe- 
cial agents of the company. The members will be allowed a 
commission of 50 per cent, on all money taken in over 15 cents 
a day. The new basis of compehsation, it is claimed, will put 
$85,650 additional into the pockets of the druggists during the 
present year. 

R. R. Shuman, who has handled the advertising for the 
Liquid Carbonic Company with credit to himself and the firm 
for the last two winter campaigns, has left the employ of the 
Liquid to become editor and advertising manager of the Novelty 
News, a live monthly trade paper published in Chicago. His 
successor has not yet been appointed. 


Strong, Cobb & Co.’s New Building. 


Crowded out by their largely increasing business, Strong, Cobb 
& Co., wholesale druggists and manufacturing chemists, Cleve- 
land, O., early next spring will move their entire business from 
their present location, Superior avenue, to their big new _ build- 
ing, East End Central Viaduct. Thirty-three years ago the firm 
moved into their present building on Superior avenue. From 
time to time other buildings have been annexed, until now five 
buildings are occupied, and these are entirely inadequate for their 
present business. As there is no more room for expansion here 
they are forced to move. Their new building, East End 
Central Viaduct, is ideally located for a wholesale drug and 
manufacturing plant. Railroad tracks run directly into the build- 
ing, all trucks and drays being loaded and unloaded inside the 
building. In their new building they will have double their pres- 
ent floor space and every modern convenience and equipment 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 
retail lots. The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of p ices. 








Condition of Trade. 
New York, [ebruary 8, 1908. 


Rather quiet conditions have prevailed in the market for drugs 
and chemicals during the interval since our last report, only 
small lots of the several lines being taken for consumption, and 
continued hesitancy is shown by interior merchants about placing 
orders for stock in advance of current necessities, though mail 
orders for jobbing quantities have been fairly numerous. Only 
a routine inquiry is reported for opium and quinine. Continued 
active competition among producers of borax and boric acid has 
resulted in a further decline in prices, and citric acid, tartaric 
acid and cream of tartar are also lower. The influence of pro- 
hibitory laws is being felt by manufacturers of cocaine, and val- 
ues have yielded since our last. Complaint continues to be heard 
regarding the difficulty of making collections, and increased cau- 
tion is being exercised by jobbers and manufacturers in the mat- 
ter of credits; but it is satisfactory to report an improvement in 
the financial conditions. About the usual number of price fluctua 
tions are reported and the majority are in favor of buyers, with 
some of more than ordinary importance. It is expected that the 
more seasonable weather which has prevailed during the past 
fortnight will lead to an improved inquiry for the class of goods 
in demand during the winter months. Already menthol has 
shown an improvement, and the rest of the staple seasonable 
drugs are meeting with an increased inquiry. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Balsam tolu, Borax, 
Menthol, Boric acid, 
Spearmint oil, Acetone, 


Anise oil, 


Orange oil, sweet, e oil 
Cassia oil, 


Buckthorn bark, 
Quince seed, Bergamot oil, 
Hemp seed, Rhubarb, 
Gum Arabic sorts, Ipecac, 
Brimstone, crude, Citric acid 
Senna leaf, Tinnevelly, Cream of tartar, 
Golden seal root, Tartaric acid, 
Vanillin. Cubeb berries, 
Cassia buds, 
Haarlem oil, 
Citronella oil, 
Lemon oil, 
Cubeb oil, 
Coca leaves, 
Cocaine, 
Valerian root. 





Drugs. 


Armica flowers are in good seasonable demand and values are 


.well sustained at the current range of I1c to 13¢. 


Barks —Cascara is finding sale in a moderate jobbing way at 
unchanged prices or, say, 9c to 11c. Cramp is slow of sale, but 
steady at 5%c to 7c. Buckthorn continues inactive, but the 
quotations of the market have not varied, 4'4c to 4%c being re- 
quired. Sassafras is held with increased firmness on account of 
some scarcity of the better grades and good seasonable demand; 
quoted i3c to 1§¢ as to quality and quantity. Soap, cut and 
crushed, is in advancing tendency on account of scarcity of 
whole bark and quotations are steadily maintained at 7¢ to 7c; 
whole is practically out of market. White pine and wild cherry 
are attracting rather more attention and we hear of numerous 
sales at 4c to 5c and 6c to oc respectively. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, Central and South American, shows no 
action of any consequence and the market is devoid of new fea- 


tures of interest; sales at 45c to 55c as to quality and quantity. 
Fir, Canada, is held at the full previous range of $3.60 to $4, 
and the cheaper stock is not being pushed for sale; Oregon 
offers more freely in the absence ot demand at $1.60 to $1.70. 
Peru is slow of sale and easier, it being intimated that the inside 
quotation of $2, which is a decline from previous prices, can 
be shaded for prime quality. Tolu is meeting with about the 
usual seasonable inquiry and prices are maintained at 23c to 26c 
as to quality and quantity. 

Buchu leaves, short, are maintained in steady position at the 
previous range of 20c to 26c as to quality, the inside figure being 
for yellowish leaf. 

Cacao butter has eased off in the interval in sympathy with 
the Amsterdam market and prime Dutch is quoted at 38c to 40c, 
and 12 lb. boxes at 46c¢ to 5oc as to brand. 

Cassia buds are easier in the absence of demand, recent 
sales being at 24c to 25¢c. 

Chamomile flowers are not taken with any animation and the 
tone of the market is easier, with quotations for Roman reduced 
to 20c to 22¢. 

Coca leaves are maintained in steady position owing to spot 
scarcity; Truxillo is quoted at 12c to 15c, and Huanuco is un- 
changed at 24c to 26c. 

Cocaine offers more freely at a lower range, the leading man- 
ufacturers having reduced their prices 10c per ounce to the 
basis of $2.00 to $2.20 for bulk as to quantity. 

Codliver oil, Norwegian, is not taken with any spirit, but 
selling pressure is absent at the current range of $22 to $25, a 
fractional decline. 

Cubeb berries have sold during the interval at a shade under 
previous prices, parcels of XX changing hands at 16c to 18c, 
but powdered is steadily maintained at 18c to 2ic. 

Cuttlefish bone continues inquired for and quotations are 
nominally steady at the range of 2I1Ic to 22c for Trieste, igc to 
20c for French and 38c to 55c for jewelers’, according to quality 
and quantity. 

Ergot attracts no attention, but the quotations of the market 
are unchanged at 22c to 24c for Russian and 2gc to 30c for 
Spanish. 

Glycerin is in fair jobbing demand and firm at 16c to 1614c 
for bulk in drums and 17c to 17%c for 50 Ib. cans, 

Haarlem oil is still under the influence of competition, and 
this, coupled with a slow demand, has led to an easier market, 
with goods now available at $2.15 to $2.20 as to sellers. 

Juniper berries are dull and neglected, with quotations a frac- 
tion lower, the revised range being 3c to 3%4c as to quality and 
quantity. 

Lycopodium is dul! and neglected and only small lots are 
changing hands at the current range of 42c to 44c. 

Manna is meeting with a limited inquiry only, but values ap- 
pear well sustained at the range of 48c to 64c, as to quality 
and quantity; large flake is slow of sale and holders are easier in 
their views with supplies offering at a reduction to 85c to goc 
as to quality and quantity. 

Menthol has met with increased inquiry since our last and 
values have stiffened to the extent that nothing now offers at 
under $2.00. 

Opium has met with a moderate jobbing inquiry during the 
interval and the downward course of values seems to have been 
arrested, though demand for case lots is yet an absent feature of 
the market. Quotations are nominally unchanged at $4.50 to 
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$4.55, the outside figure being for broken packages; powdered 
is held and selling at the previous range of $5.40 to $5.50 as to 
quantity and seller. 

Quinine is meeting with about the usual jobbing inquiry and 
a fair amount is passing out into consuming: channels at manu 
facturers’ prices, the former price of 16c for bulk, domestic and 
German being maintained, while second hands offer at 15c¢ to 
15%4c; Java is held and selling at 14c to I5¢c. 

Senna leaves, Tinnevelly, are in good, consumptive demand, 
and we hear of numerous sales in a jobbing way at 6c to toc, 
as to quality and quantity. 

Sugar of milk is held with increased firmness and an ad 
vance is talked of, but meanwhile sales are making at the pre- 
vious range of 14c to 14%c and 14%c to 15¢ for powdered in 
barrels and boxes respectively; crystals quoted at 2o0¢. 

Thymol is not offered with any noticeable freedom, supplies 
being somewhat limited and foreign advices characterized by 
strength. While there are sellers at $2, some holders decline to 
shade $2.10. 

Vanilla beans are in slightly improved demand and we hear 
of numerous sales of jobbing quantities of Mexican at $4.00 to 
$5.50; cut Mexican are held and selling at $3.75 to $4.00. A 
moderate inquiry is experienced for Bourbons and quotations 
are unchanged at $3.00 to $3.75. 


Chemicals. 


Acetone has been reduced by the manufacturers to the range 
of 144%c to 15¢c to correspond with a decline in the price of 
acetate of lime. 

Arsenic has fluctuated to some extent since our last; follow- 
ing sales at 5c the limits were raised to 5'4c to 534c in con- 
sequence of firmer advices from abroad. 

Blue vitriol is in improved demand and values are maintained 
with more firmness at the range of 514c to 534c as to quantity. 

Brimstone, crude, has developed increased firmness in the 
interval in consequence, it is said, of an understanding that has 
been reached between domestic and foreign producers. ‘The re 
vised quotations show an advance to $22 to $22.50. 

Citric acid reflects foreign market conditions and manu 
facturers have announced a lower schedule of prices, the revised 
quotations being 43%c to 44c, for barrels and kegs respectively, 
a reduction of 2c per Ib. 

Copper carbonate is offered more freely at a reduction from 
manufacturers’ prices to the range of 16Y%c to 17¢ in barrels. 

Cream tartar is lower from the hands of manufacturers, 
quotations for powdered being now 23'4c to 23%c as to quantity 

Quicksilver is in good jobbing demand and the tone of the 


market is firm at the quoted range of 61c to 63¢. 
Stearic acid has eased off in the interval, quotations from 


manufacturers showing a reduction to 11%c to 121%4c for double 
pressed, and 10%c to 11%c for sirgle pressed. 

Tartaric acid has been reduced tc per Ilb., by manufacturers, 
the revised range being 28c to 28%c for crystals and 284c to 
28'4c for powdered. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise has weakened in the interval and is now quoted at 
$1.10 to $1.20 with small sales reported at this range. 

Cassia is easier and offerings are freer at $1.30 to $1.40. 

Citronella is easier in sympathy with the primary market and 
drums are available at 25c to 26c. 

Cloves is quiet and quotations have been revised to the lower 
range of 72V%4c to 75c, and 75¢ to 77%c for cans and bottles 
respectively. 

Cubeb offers more freely and may now be obtained at $1.60, 
and it is intimated that this price might be shaded upon a 
firm bid. 

Messina essences are somewhat slow of sale at the moment 
and lemon is available at $1.30. Orange offers more freely and 
values are easier at $2.35 to $2.50 for swect and $2.30 to $2.50 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 8&3 
for bitter. Bergamot is irregular and unsettled with quotations 
showing the wide range of $3.30 to $3.60 as to brand, 
and seller. 

Peppermint has developed no new feature of consequence in 
the interval, either as regards price or demand, and only a mod- 
erate jobbing business is reported at current quotations or, say, 
$1.60 to $1.75 for tins, and $2.45 to $2.50 for cases. 

Spearmint is held with increased firmness, only small parcels 
being offered at the recent advance to $4.00. 

Tansy is not pressing for sale, as reports indicate diminish- 
ing supplies, but quotations are unchanged at $4.50 to $4.75 


quantity 


Gums. 


Aloes, Curacao, is selling freely in a jobbing way and quo 
tations are steadily maintained at 8c to oc. 

Arabic sorts continue 1n moderate jobbing demand 
tations are firmly maintained at 8%c to 14e. 


and quo- 


Asafetida continues to find sale in jobbing quantities within 
the range of 1&8c to 26c as to quality and quantity 

Camphor remains steady in price at the established range of 
68c to 7oc for barrels, and the demand is seasonahly 
though large transactions are the exception. 

Chicle is held with increased firmness under the influence of 
a good consuming demand, with jobbing quotations for prime 
Mexican advanced to 45c to 47%c. 

Gamboge is a shade easier, prime being offered at 75¢ to 774c. 

Tragacanth is in slightly improved inquiry for the better 
grades and values are well sustained at the previous range of 
45c to 75c for Aleppo, and 36c to 60c for Turkey as to quality 


ictive, 


Roots. 


Dandelion, German, is less actively inquired for and quota- 
tions show a decline to Itc to 12c, which is said to be below the 
cost to import. 

Ginseng has been in better demand of late and holders are 
firmer in their views, with quotations showing an advance to 
$6.75 to $7.50 for the better grades. 

Golden seal is steady and the market is firmer in tone at 
an advance to $1.95 to $2.10. 

Ipecac is dull and prices show a yielding tendency, with Rio 
quoted at $1.30 and Cartagena at $1.17%. 

Rhubarb, high dried, is in better supply and otfers more 
freely at a fraction under previous prices, 19¢ to 22¢ being now 
named. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is dull ,and easier at 7iac to 7c, 
and small sales are reported at the inside figur: 
Senega appears neglected at the moment and valu ire easicr 


with sales reported at 45¢ to 46c. 
Valerian, Belgian, is pressing for sale and business has been 
done during the interval at 6%4c to 6%c; 


from 25c to 30c. 


English does not vary 


Seeds. 


Anise, Italian, is firmer and higher owing to hmited spot 


supplies and quotations have been advanced to the range of 
gc to 10c. 

Canary is rather neglected at the moment, |ut there is no 
selling pressure at the current range of 23ec to 2%c as to 


quality and quantity. 

Caraway is less actively inquired for and Dutch offers more 
freely at a reduction to 9%c to Ioc. 

Cevadilla is in upward tendency, but sales are making at 9c 
to 1oc. Primary markets are reported firme: 

Hemp, Russian, has hardened since our last and quotations 
show an advance to 25¢c to 2%¢. 

Lobelia is irregular and unsettled with quotatic 
the wide range of 25c to 30c. 

Wormseed is in upward tendency abroad, but spot quotations 


showing 


are unchanged at 5'c to 6c 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 


RECORD. 





Pharmacy 


in Foreign Countries 








CHINESE PHARMACY.! 
By Pror. C 


Zurich, 


HartwicH, 
Switzerland 

It is scarcely necessary to explain to such an assemblage as 
this that in order to fulfill completely its purposes a great phar- 
macognostic collection must embrace specimens of the materia 
medica of foreign lands wherever possible. Just as the arrow 
poisons, the weapons and the peculiar customs of savages dis- 
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SCENE ALONG THE CANTON CANAL. 


Canton has a large and varied aquatic life. 

appear before the resistless progress of European culture, so do 
the medicines of foreign people give way to that of Europe. 
And as we collect the implements and utensils of such people 
in our museums, as we collect their songs and their poems and 
preserve them—even using the phonograph for this purpose 
so we should endeavor to collect the specimens of the drugs 
used by them, and that a pharmacognostical collection is the 
proper place for such collections goes without saying. 


Antiquated Medicines Rapidly Disappearing. 


How rapidly these things disappear is shown in Japan, where 
the native materia medica, which is identical with that of the 
Chinese, has disappeared almost to the last trace within a few 
decades after the land was opened to Europeans. While antique 
Japanese medicine is still practised in remote districts and the 
drugs of the Japanese materia medica may still be found in the 
grocery shops, the present Japanese Pharmacopcia is entirely 
modern and is modeled on that of Germany. The Japanese 
teachers educated in Europe seek by the aid of modern chemical 
and pharmaceutical industries to make that country entirely in- 
dependent of its teachers so that it can stand on its own base. 
In this is apparent the modern tendency to make a country 
entirely self dependent in the matter of drugs. 

In China the change has not progressed so far, though here 
also European influence is being felt more and more and the 
results of this influence are becoming increasingly apparent 
in medicine. The medical stores of a Chinese military sur- 
geon fell into the hands of a German field apothecary who 
was with the army of occupation in Shantung. He found among 
these stores morphine, quinine, codeine and sulphonal, together 
with the native Chinese drugs The Chinese apparently will 


1From an address delivered before the general meeting of the Swiss 
Apothecaries’ Society, September 25, on the occasion of the presentation 
of a number of Chinese drugs and medicines to the collection in the 
Polyclinic Institute at Zurich. Transiated for the American Drvec:st 
from the Schweizerische Wochenschrift fiir Chemie und Pharmazie. 


step at one stride, as have many savages, from the stone axe 
direct to the small calibre gun. 

On the Chinese materia medica, when compared 
with that of Europe, seems most strange and marvelous. This 
difference is particularly striking in the case of the amulets which 
are sold in the pharmacies as a protection against contagious 
diseases. These take various forms, such as chains of perfumed 
pearls, covered disks made from powdered sandal wood pressed 
together with some mucilaginous substance, etc. The number 
and variety of amulets used is enormous and they are frequently 
composed of substances which, according to European standards 
of taste, are most repulsive, such as human excrement, evapor- 


ated urine, maggots grown in excreta, etc. 


whole the 


Chinese Pharmacy of To-day Like European Pharmacy of the 
Middle Ages 

Much that is singular and even surprising in the Chinese 
pharmacy of to-day is, on investigation, found to be practically 
identical with the conditions which existed in our own country 
a few hundred years ago. If we compare the conditions exist- 
ing in Europe in the middle ages with those now existing in 
China, we will find that uur own medicine and that of the Chinese 
spring from the same sources and that the lines which are now 
so widely divergent at one time converged very closely. The 
oldest Chinese sagas attribute the origin of medicine to the gods. 
This was true also among the Greeks and throughout all the 
European countries. At first all medicines were of domestic 
origin, but foreign influences, and more particularly those from 
India, soon became felt. According to tradition a Chinese emis- 
sary was sent to India in search of a drug which conferred 
immortality. This tradition is all the more interesting in view 
of the fact that Indian culture was carried into China along 
with Buddhism at about the beginning of the Christian era. It is 
quite evident that the Chinese adopted into their medicine cer- 
Western elements from Persia, whence, for in- 


tain derived 














HOUSE BOATS ON THE CANTON 
RIVER. 


CANAL NEAR PEARL 


stance, they obtained the water pipe and opium, and they also 
owe something to Arabian science. We must not forget that 
formerly theeChinese were not the isolated people which they 
are now, but that they carried on active commercial intercourse 
with other nations. The Arabic elements imported with them into 
the Chinese medicine much of our own classic medicine, for 
it is well known that the Arabs in the middle ages were the 
conservators of classical science. It appears, therefore, that the 
basis of Chinese medicine was much the same as ours. 














